


x 
a 
ve 
a 
j 
E: 
4 

bs 














NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 





—_—_ 


FirtH series. No. 13.—Vo.. VIII.) 


BALTIMORE, MAY 30, 1840. 


[Vor. LVIIl.—WuHo Le No. 1,496, 

















——— 


THE PAST—THE PRESENT—FOR THE FUTURE. 








[ en 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED, EVERY SATURDAY, BY JEREMIAH HUGHES, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 











ae ere 

INDEX OF CONTENTS OF No. 13, Vor. §. 
APPOINTMENTS—by the president _ 193 
AMERICAN BIBLE socleTY—24th anniversary report 200 
CHRONICLE 203 


Coneress—senate 203; house of rep. 205 
CoNsULS 193 
CourT MARTIAL—at St. Augustine 193 


193 


TH—vf gen. J. M. Street 
DeaTuH—vf gen e ped 


Fioripa—military movements in | 
Law casE—fugatives accused of kidnapping 193 
Miirary AcADEMY—list of visitors 193 
Navy—exploring expedition, wharf, United States ship 

Delaware, Ontario, Pacific squadron 193; court mar- 


tial at Philadelphia, at Brookiyn 194 
Orecon—'raders and missionaries 193 
PosTMASTER GENERAL NitEs—assumes his office 193 


Srares of THE UNtioN—New Hampshire, Concord bank; 
Vermont, political administration meeting at Wood- 
stock; Massachusetts, ex-governor Everett to Europe, 
Quincy anniversary, public schools; Rhode Island, 
anniversary of the constitution; Connecticut, extract 
from governor Ellsworth’s speech 194; state prison, 
rail road; New York, address of the whig members of 
the legislature 195; income of railways, cost of trans- 
portation, new railroad route, Rathburn Exchange, 
Troy and Schenectady rail road, new street; New 
Jersey, administration convention, disturbance at 
Trenioa 193; Pennsylvania, third congressional dis- 
trict, R. Biddle, M. C. resizns, legislature proceed- 
ings, banks, improvements, bail, bankruptcy, admi- 
nistration meeting at Philadelphia, Wood the mur- 
derer, quo warranto; Maryland, electorial candidate, 
Episcopal conveation; Virginia, William and Mary, 
congressional candidate, Richinend bank, Episco- 
pal convention; South Carolina, administration meet- 
ing at Charleston 199; Mississipp:, agricultural re- 
port and statistics of debt; Louisiana, storm at New 
Orleans, mammoth lottery; Arkansas, fire at Litde 
Rock, high water;° Kentucky, bank; Ohio, grind- 
stone quary; Missouri, wheat; Michigan, State bank; 
Florida, more murders by the Indians 200 

‘ToBACccO CONVENTION—pruceedings of 201 

W INNEBAGOES—Object to remove 193 











XP REMITTANCES BY MAIL. “A postmaster may en- 
close money in a letter to the publisher of a newspaper, 
to pay the subscription of a third person, and trank the 
letter, if written by himself."—Amos Kendall. 

Some of our subscribers may not be aware that they 
may save the postage on subscription money, by re- 


questing the postmaster where they reside to frank their | 8 


letters containing such money, he being able to satisfy 
himself before a letter is sealed, that it contains nothing 
but what refers to the subscription. [Am, Farmer. 
SDL EE ER ET Ee EB EE ESS PPT RA PETS 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS. ° 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate. 

Captain John B. Nicholson, to be a member of the 
a of navy commissions from the 18th of May, 
1840. 

John J. Young, to be a commander in the navy 
from the 15th of April, 18.10. 

Henry French, to be a lieutenant in the navy 
from the 15th of April, 1840. 

Leigh Read, to be marshal of the middle district 
of Florida,in the place of J. C. Searcy, who de- 
clines that appointinent. 

Joseph B. Browne, to be marshal of the United 
States for the southern district of Florida, from the 








&th day of June next, when the term of service of 


the present incumbent will expire. 

Thomas Gatewvod, naval officer for the district 
of Nortolk and Portsmouth, in the state of Virginia, 
from the 6th of May, 1340, when his late commis- 
sion expired, 

Consus. Daniel J. Desmond has been recog- 
nized by the president as vice consul of Portugal 
for Philadelphia, and the other ports of Pennsylva- 
nia, Delaware, and west Jersey. 

Henry G. Coleman, esq. United States consul for 
the port of Tobasco, died at that place, on the 23d 
of April last. He had taken passage home, but 
died before the vessel sailed. 

Mr. Postmaster General Nites has arrived at 


Weshington, and entered on the duties of his of- 
ce, 


DeatH. The papers announce the death of ge- 
neral Joseph M. Street, on the 5th instant, on the 
Demoine river. He was United States agent for 
the Sax and Fox Indians, and formerly one of the 
ae sev hired: World,” pu blished at Frank- 

nm, Kentucky, during the exciting period of Burrs’ 
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}conspiracy. General Street married a daughter of 
the veteran and gallant gen. Thomas Posey, of the 
revolution. [ Cin. Rep. 

MitiTrary acapEMy. List of visiters invited 
to attend the annual examination of cadets at the 
United States military academy at West Point, in 
June: 

R. H. Gardner, esq. of Maine. 

Samuel A. Turner, esq. of Massachusetts. 

Isaac F. Redfield, esq. of Vermont. 

Richard P. Thompson, esq. of New Jersey. 

Gen. Wm. H. Marriott, of Maryland, 

Gen. B. Trollinger, of North Carolina. 

Col. S. Rockwell, of Georgia. 

Gov. Joseph Desha, of Kentucky. 

Gen. J. Medary, of Ohio. 

Professor D. Read, of Ohio. 

Hon. Amos Lane, of Indiana. 

Dr. James Hagan, of Mississippi. 

Gen. Joseph W. Brown, of Michigan. 

Gen. Leigh Read, of Florida. 

Rt. rev. bishop Onderdonk, of New York. 

Professor H. King, ot Missouri. 

Com. Charles Morris, of U. S. N. 

Dr. T. Lawson, surgeon general U.S. A. 

Gen. N. Towson, paymaster general U.S. A. 

[Army & Navy Chron. 

OREGON AND THE MOUNTAINS. ‘The Indepen- 
dence Chronicle says that ‘‘a company of Rocky 
Mountain traders started on Thursday, the 14th in- 
stant, and with them three missionaries and their 
wives for the Oregon.” 

Tue WInNeBAGOES. The last Galena Demo- 
crat says—“*The Winnebagoes have expressed a 
determination not to remove from their present situ- 
ation, notwithstanding their positive agreemert 
with the agents ofthe government. Most ofthe In- 
dians are now at Prairie du Chien. Gov. Dodge 
and general Atkinson are also at the Prairie. The 
Indians say they are not for war, but they will die 
sooner than remove. Many of these Indians visit- 
ed Canada last year, and received from the British 
overnment some valuable presents; and it is be- 
lieved that they have been persuaded to adopt this 
course by that government—who hope thereby 
to receive their aid in case of war with this coun- 


try. 


IMPORTANTLAW CASE. Fugilwes accused of kid- 
napping. The Harrisburg “Keystone” of the 27th 
inst. says:—On Saturday, the great case of the com- 
monwealth vs. Edward Prigg and others for kidnap- 
pings came up before the supreme court at Harris- 

urg. After some preliminary diseussion between 
Messrs. Meredith and Nelson of Baltimore, who 
appeared as counsel for the defendant and the state 
of Maryland, and Messrs. Hambly of York, «nd 
Johnson, the attorney general, on behalf the com- 
monwealth, the judgment of the court below was 
affirmed, without a full argument. The counsel for 
Prigg stated that a writ of error to the supreme court 
of the United States, would be immediately sued 
out, to bring this case before that tribunal, for final 
settlement. 

Mr. Nelson said the principles involved, were of 
the deepest concern to all the slave states, that this 
case would settle and put to rest the conflicting 
questions of state and national jurisdiction, over the 
subject of fugitive slaves, and he hoped it would be 
definitely decided, in the supreme court of the U. 
States. He said that he and his colleague, Mr. 
Meredith, appeared for the state of Maryland in this 
case for that purpose. 

Mr. Johnson, the attorney general, said this case 
was designed to settle agitating and delicate questions 
referred to, by the decision of the highest tribunal 
in the union, and that he would throw no obstruction 
in the way of doing so. The special act of assembly 
under the provisions of which this case came before 
the supreme court, evidently contemplated that dis- 
position of the case, and he could not with propriety, 
object toa result here in favor of the commonwealth, 
tending to reach that ultimate end. He therefore 
left the case, without pressing its argument, to be 
determined in favor of the commonwealth, if such 
course met with the approbation of the counsel on 
the otherside; and that of the court. The judg- 
ment was accordingly affirmed. [t will come before 








the supreme court of the United States at the city of 
Washington, in January next. 

ARMY. 
Court marlial. The general court martial which 
assembled at St. Augustine on the 27th ult. forthe 
trial of capt. M. S. Howe, of the 2d dragoons, we 
cadiretiat, has adjourned without proceeding to 
the trial. Captain Howe offered the plea that he 
was already under the cognizance of the civil an- 
thorities for the same offence, (in substance, caus- 
ing a soldier to be whipped, after which he died), 
and that to try him by two tribunals would be a vi- 
olation of the constitution of the United States, 
which declares that no person shall *‘be subject, for 
the same offence, to be twice put in jeopardy of life 
or linb.” The court entertained the plea, and then 
adjourned. [Army and Navy Chronicle. 

From Florida. Gen. Armistead, recently appoint- 
ed to the command of the army in Florida, has con- 
centrated nine hundred men at Fort King. They 
will be composed of footmen and horsemen, and 
operate in divisions of 100 each, independent of 
each other, in the enemy’s country. The St. Au- 
gustine News says:—‘*The season for gathering 
grain is near at hand, as well as assemblages for their 
green corn dance, when preparation for war anda 
relation of their enterprises strengthen them to re- 
newed efforts in their aggressions on the whites. 
Should these scouts now charged with the duty of 
hunting for the enemy, come upon them, we may 
hope for results differing at least from those which 
have been had for the last twelve months. Ifthe 
enemy shall have dispersed into snail parties, a 
great and valuable gain will be effected in the de- 
struction ofhis planting grounds, and he will learn 
with trembling that, though he has sown in quiet, 
he shall not reap in security. General Armistead 
has taken hold of affairs in Florida with a vigorous 
hand.” 

NAVY. 

The exploring expedition, at the last accounts, had 
arrived at Sidney, New South Wales. z 

Norfolk, May 25. TheU.S. ship Delaware 74, 
captain Charles W. Skinner, dropped down from 
the navy yard on Saturday, tothe anchorage off the 
naval hospital. ‘The Delaware is employed as a re- 
ceiving ship and schvol for the naval apprentices. 

Wharf. The Charleston Patriot of Saturday says: 
We understand that Smith’s wharf, in Hampstead, 
has been hired by the government navy yard, and 
is about to undergo alterations immediately for that 
purpose. 

Ontario. The United States ship Ontario, J. D. 
Williamson, esq. commander, sailed from this port 
on Tuesday, 5th instant, having been detached froin 
the West India squadron. She proceeded hence to 
New York, having completed a three years cruise 
on this station, During this time, the Ontario bas 
not lost a single officer or seamen while on board, 
and of the sick that have been sent to the naval 
hospital but four have died. For two months in 
succession, July and August, not a single case was 
reported. [ Pensacola paper, May 9. 

Pacific squadron. We are in receipt of letters 
from the Pacific, from an esteemed friend, as late 
as the 12th of Fehruary last, at which date the 
United States frigate Constitution, sloop Falmouth 
and schooner Shark, were lying at Callao, all well. 
The Shark had just arrived from the south. The 
sloop St. Louis had sailed on a cruise to the west 
coast of Mexico. The “Lexington” had left for 
the United States. The ‘“Falmouth,’? would soon 
follow. The frigate Columbia and sloop John 
Adams were looked for daily at Lima from Valpa- 
raiso, whence they would sail for the United States. 
We do not hear of the vessels that are to take the 
place of those which are on their way home. We 
have no ships of war now in the East Indies, none 
amongst the islands in the Pacific, and but two ships 
and a schooner on the great range of coasts of Chili, 
Peru and Mexico. Mr. Paulding will no doubt 
look to this at an early day,and keep employed at 
all the various points at which we have commerce, 
at least two or three vessels of war. While onthis 
subject, we would suggest the building and equip- 
ing of some half a dozen or ten more light ships, 
such as have been recently built, to be employed 
in the East Indies, Pacific ocean, West Indies, and 
coast of Africa. They seem to us to be a very ef. 
ficient class of vessels, and are maintained at a very 





small cost to the nation, [ Phil. U. 8. Gag. 
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Courts martial. At anaval general court martial, 
held at the navy yard, Philadelphia, eommenc- 


ing on Monday 4th May, lieutenant Charles H.) 


McBlair was tried on the following charges: 

1. Contemptuous treatment of his superior, be- 
ing in the execution of his office. 

2. Unoflicerlike conduct, in having used pro- 
voking words, gestures and menaces towards cap- 
tain Henry E. Ballard, an officer of the navy of the 
United States. 

3. Unofficerlike conduct, in having used pro- 
voking words and gestures towards captain Charles 
G. Ridgely, an officer in the navy of the United 
States. 

After having carefully and maturely weighed 
and deliberated upon the matter. 

~The court is of opinion that the first, second, 
third and fourth specifications of the first charge 
are not proved, and do accordingly find the accused 
not guilty of the first charge. ‘Ihe court is also of 
opinion that the first, second, and specifications of 
the second charge are not proved, and do accord- 
ingly find the accused not guilty of the second 
charge. The court is also of opinion that the first 
and only specification of the third charge is not 
proved, and do accordingly find the accused not 
guilty of the third charge. 

The court does therefore fully acquit the accused. 

It having been stated in newspapers that the 
circumstances of the case were such as hardly 
coinmend it to the consideration of a court martial, 
it may be proper to mention that the investigation 
was made in accordance with the earnest request 
of lieutenant Mc Blair himself. 

[Army and Navy Chronicle. 

The trial of commodore Elliottt is progressing at 
Philadelphia, 

According to the New York papers, a court mar- 
tial is now sitting at the navy yard, Brooklyn, for 
the trial of lieut. Fitz Allen Deas. The charges 
are not stated. Lieut. D. was attached to the ship 
Decatur, in which commodore Ridgely sailed for 
the coast of Brazil, but was left behind under arrest 
upon charges preferred by the commodore. The 
court is composed of commodore James Renshaw, 
president; captains J. Gallagher, M. C. Perry and J. 
I. Newton; commanders 8. H. Stringham, J. M. 
Mcintosh, J. Tatnall and W. J. McCluney, mem- 
bers; John McKeon, esq. judge advocate. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
. NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Concord bank. ‘The New Hampshire Patriot 
says-—“It becomes our duty to announce to the 
public that the Concord bank has stopped payinent. 
But we are authorised by the president anc direc- 
tors of the bank to state that a recent examination 
has been made of the funds and securities of the 
bank, and that there can be no doubt they are ample 
for the purpose of redeeming the bills and paying 
the deposites and all other liabilities of the bank. 
It is, therefore, recommended to the holders of the 
bills not to dispose of them ata sacrifice, as the 
may be assured that they will be paid in full.” 


VERMONT. 

Political meeting. An adininistration paper of the 
green mountain state says: ‘The greatest meeting 
ever held in the mountain state took place on the 
20th instant, at Woodstock, and after organizing, 
appointed hon, C. P. Van Nessa and hon. W. C, 
Bradley, the senatorial electors for president and 
vice president. Martin VAN BUREN was nomi- 
nated for president and R. M. Jonnson for vice 
president. A correspondent of the Bay State De- 
mocrat says: 


Upon the whole, it was a proud day for the demo- 
eracy of Vermont. ‘There was no pomp or parade, 
but upon the countenance of each of the great mul- 
titude could be seen the stern resolve of freemen, 
conscious of the justice of their cause, battling for 
liberty and right against tyranny and injustice. Phe 
selfish and upprincipled aristocracy of privilege, 
who have so long lorded it over the state, in total 
disregard of the wants, wishes and interests of the 
people, will see in these proceedinys the precursor 
of the fate which awaits them at the polls in Sep- 
tember next, and can form an idea of the damning 
infamy to which their acts will be consigned by the 
judgment of a thinking people. 

From every quarter of the state, the delegates 
brought the most flattering account of the’ progress 
of the democratic cause. We are gaining strength 
daily, aud the utmost good feeling peivades our 
ranks in every county.” 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Ex-gov. Everett, is about to visit Europe in con- 
sequence of the sickness of a member of his family, 
and several distinguished gentlemen of Boston have 
invited him to accept a public dinner in old Faneuil 
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suggests that the views of the committee may be 
beiter carried out, and the expenses of a large din- 
ner saved, by holding a public meeting in the hall, 
in which so many others could participate. 

The committee will adopt the suggestion, and a 
grand affair will come of it. 

Quincy anniversary. The two hundredth anniver- 
sary of the incorporation of the town of Quincy 
was celebrated on the 25th instant. 

The public schools. At the twelve public schools 
of this town there are now nearly 1,100 children 
enrolled as scholars. Of this number on Monday 
last, there were present about 900 at the respective 
schools. The absences are to be attributed in some 
degree to the prevalence, or fear, of a distemper, 
which has prevailed to some extcnt this season 
among children—a disease commonly known as the 
canker rash. But we think, nevertheless, that the 
importance and value of education are not yet suf- 
ficiently appreciated by all who occupy the respon- 
sible station of parent or guardian. 

[Nantucket Inquirer. 


RHODE ISLAND. 

Anniversary. The semi-centennial anniversary 
of the adoption of the constitution of Rhode Island 
is to be celebrated at Newport on the 25th of June. 
Judge Staples of the supreme court is the orator 
appoiuted by the legislature for the occasion. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Extract from the speech of gov. Ellsworth, of Connec- 
ticut, at the opening of the session of the legislaiure 
of that state, May 6, 1840. 

GENTLEMEN: Let us now turn from the past to 
the present condition of the country. It must be 
confessed that a change, a great change has come 
upon us. Look where we will, in the north or 
south, the east or west, at any branch of industry 
or any interest; to the agriculturist, the manufac- 
turer, the mechanic, the merchant, to those who are, 
or to those who would desire to engage in business; 
to the capitalist, who hoards his money for fear of 
a general bankruptcy; to the laborer, who is idle, 
for want of employment; to the man of enterprise, 
who finds every path of effort hedged up; to the 
debtor, who is crushed beneath the weight of his 
responsibilities; or finally to the unprecedented 
losses and depreciations of property which prostrate 
the strongest and most wary: I say look where you 
will, we find a universal paralysis, one common feel- 
ing of despondency, and too certain evidences that 


a deep under current is sweeping through the land, | 


changing the condition of our people more rapidly 
than at any time since we have beena nation. All 
stand amazed, feeling and confessing the shock, ask- 
ing what is the cause, and where shall the remedy 
be found. ' 
It is recently, and not until the derangement of 
our currency, that the country has become distress- 
ed. Up to 1834, with the exception of the last war, 
and afew years preceding it, when our commerce 
was involved in the wars which grew out of the 
French revolution, our currency was not inferior to 


Y | any in the world; and such was the fiscal system of 


the general government, that of the millions collect- 
ed by the bank of the United States, not a dollar 
was lost nor any charge for services made to the 
government. Since 1833, the bank has been dis- 
carded, responsibilities have repeatedly been assum- 
ed by executive officers, in our monetary affairs, 
without the advice of congress; new systems of 
finance have been introduced, experience has been 
thrown away for novelty, experiment has followed 
experiments, revulsion has follwed revulsion, until 
we know not what is the present treasury system, 
nor what it may be to-morrow; this much, however, 
we understand, that the revenue is falling off, and 
congress is supplying the exhausted treasury with 
paper money, 

What then, I ask are the causes of our difficul- 
ties? they are the want of a sound, uniform, and 
convenient currency; the loss of confidence and 
credit; unemployed capital and labor: and unsettled 
policy respecting manufactures; opposition to asso- 
ciated wealth; a restless spirit of innovation, and an 
extreme enterprise urging the inconsiderate into 
speculation and hazardous traffic. These, if I mis- 
take not, are the prominent causes of our difficulties. 
Let us examine them. 


I say then, in the first place, we need a sound, 
uniform and convenient currency. The nature of a 
currency is, that it acts as the representatives of 
property: itis a substitute, in pecuniary transactions, 
lor unwieldly property, such asland and merchan- 
dise.—Some agreed representative of property ex- 
ists in all civilized countries; and is so essential to 
the multiplied affairs of commercial and enlightened 
states, that they cannot prosper without it, bat 
would relapse into a state of barbarism. Jnirinsie 
value does not necessarily enter into its nature; it 


Hall. Gov. E. does not-decline the invitation, but| must be sound, uniform and convenient. If wholly 
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metallic, it has only some of these properties, and 
is exceedingly expensive. In the early stages of go. 
ciety, flocks and herds, and among savage tribes 
furs and shells are the measure of property, and the 
simple currency of their transactions. But as civi- 
lization advances, this measure of value becomes 
inadequate; some more liberal and expansive cur. 
rency is demanded; one that is convenient, always 
at hand, and friendly tocredit. Nothing more cer. 
tainly indicates progress in commerce and advance 
in mental and moral science than that system which 
distinguishes countries possessing a mixed currency, 
For evidence of the truth of this assertion, let a 
comparison be instituted between England or the 
United States and Spain, Italy, France or Cuba. | 
might appeal to all nations, in all times. 

What currency then does the United States de. 
mand? There are some who seriously urge, that all 
paper should be suppressed, and the metals substi- 
tuted. In the first place, an exclusive specie cur- 
rency is impracticable. Allowing that we have 70 
or 80,000,000 of coin in the country, (which is full 
our share of that in the world, as the course of trade 
has indicated) this sum is in no way sufficient for a 
universal circulation; nordoes its accumulation here, 
make it more plenty in the hands of the people, be- 
cause they prefer paper. bey prefer to leave the 
cvin in the vaults of banks, and take for use the re- 
presentative of coin. 


In the next place, bank bills cannot be suppressed, 
without first putting and end to all banks in all the 
states, a measure revolutionary and ruinous. A me. 
tallic currency would be so inconvenient that it 
could not for any legth of time be endured. Sup- 
pose we had in fact collected the necessary amount; 
where is this mass of gold and silver to be kept? 
How is it to be carried about? What is to secure it 
against robbery and other losses? Its annual depre- 
ciation, by wear alone, has been estimated by Mr. 
McCullock at one quarter of one percent. And if 
as has been declared by one of the most distinguish- 
ed men of the age, that in times of prosperous busi- 
ness and commerce, the daily amounts of payments 
in the banks of New York alone, have been equal 
to $8,000,000, how expensive and oppressive would 
be its use in all the transactions of this great coun- 
try? Such acurrency, too, in its first vost, would 
be expensive, Not a dollar can be brought into 
the United States without an equivalent paid 
abroad. What adebt would thus be contracted in 
Europe or South America to be paid out of our 
labor! 


Suppose, however, that all paper was suppressed, 
and all the specie we wanted was actually here, how 
long would it be, before it would be collected in 
places of deposite for safe keeping, with agents to 
guard, count and handle it? Soon, certificates of 
deposite and orders drawn by depositors on these 
agents, would be found equaliy safe and more con- 
venient than the passing of the specie itself fromm 
hand to hand, and would become the circulating 
medium.—Thus we should havea paper currency 
differing in nothing material from bank bills. When 
the credit of these specie agents was established, 
they would become bankers, and if regulated by 
law, would be banks doing business under charters. 
If then we we were to start anew in currency, as 
seems to be the desire of some, we should come 
around to the point where we now are, while in the 
revolution, we should tearinto fragments every in- 
terest and institution in the land. 

The question returns what currency ean we have? 
The states cannot issue paper, shall congress do it. 
No discreet man would wish to see a power so vast, 
and in bad hands capable of doing so much mis- 
chief, exercised by the federal government. Be- 
sides, if government paper was not issued on a spe- 
cie basis, it would inevitably depreciate and cease 
to be a currency; and if it was, it would be another 
name for bank bills. What remains then, if con- 
gress wi!l not incorporate a bank of the general cha- 
racter of those heretofore chartered, that the states 
be left unmolested to charter individual associatio:s 
as they always have done. Let them be carefully 
watched: let the legislatures place independent and 
intelligent centinels to observe them, and no danger 
need be apprehended from incautious or corrupt 
management. Is it not our true pelicy to preserve, 
and with wholesome laws guard these intitutions, 
restraining where restraint is necessary; reforming 
where reform is needed, and suppressing where vio- 
lations of charter are established upon judicial en- 
quiry? An indiscriminate proscription of banks is 
injurious to all, showing incorrect information of 
narrow views on this subject. 


Let me ask such persons what are banks more 
than partners associated under a legislative charter 
or law, for the purpose of loaning money? In this 
association we find men who have retired with the 
earnings of an active life, men of ali grades of pro: 
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erty, professional, mechanics, farmers, women, 
children and trustees. ‘The borrower knows where 
money is to be loaned and spends no time in hunt- 
ing for capitalists; anc he knows that ordinarily 
punctuality and integrity will insure to him the con- 
tinuance of accommodation. The man of enter- 
rise, in a measure dispenses with capital by draw- 
ing, through a bank, upon future sales, or by anticl- 
ating receipts, more advantageously employs his 
imited means. If banks are wisely conducted they 
may, to some extent increase and decrease the ca- 
ital in commercial and manufacturing business. 
This they can do according to the state of busi- 
ness; the condition of crops and the course of trade. 
This power gives a mixed currency and advantage 
over masses of coin. One incapable of some ex- 
pansion and contraction is not suited to this nor to 
any commercial country; for prices will change and 
trade will fluctuate from other causes than the cha- 
racter of the currency. Iam persuaded that itis a 
mistake to charge chiefly upon our currency the re- 
vulsions in trade. In the language of a distinguish- 
ed writer “‘revulsions are incident to the fluctuation 
of prices, and until these can be steadied, which is 
impossible, they will occur. Associated wealth 
may aggravate them or it may mitigate their opera- 
tions, as private credit may, but it does not produce 
them. There is a certain portion of the commerce 
of the world that must be fluctuating. Banks are 
necessary to carry on that portion most perfectly.” 
The fluctuations may not be found in hard money 
countries, in Spain, Italy, or Germany, for in these 
countries there is but little commerce. Banking 
countries have outstripped them by means of a mix- 
ed currency, and credit, (its natural consequence), 
whith gives circulation to notes of hand and bills of 
exchange, and inspires the active and industrious 
with confidence. 

The course of trade causes more fluctuations and 
more failures than banks. A sudden expansion or 
contraction of bank paper, does sometimes affect 
prices, but the cause of this is really in the course of 
trade, which causes expansion and contraction.— 
When prices rise, the farmer adds to his farm, the 
merchant to his stock; the mechanic and manufac- 
turer to his works; if now from the state of the sea- 
son, the market, or the affairs of the commercial 
world, prices fall, revulsion isinevitable. Atsuch 
times banks often make the change less calamitous 
by sustaining such persons as are entitled to credit, 
and not a few of those who denounce banks, have 
liberally received assistance and been saved froin 
bankruptcy. If there were no moneyed corporations, 
there would be revolutions in trade, private credit 
would fail equally with banks, and then there would 
be no general resort for persons suddenly overtaken. 
If we cannot have a national bank, to carry on ex- 
changes, we must have accredited state banks, as 
inadequate as they are. If they fall, the states in 
the union, are sundered in their relations and inte- 
rests, and finally their affections. I appeal to the 
manufacturers of New England, who have hitherto 
found a market in the south and west, if they can 
maintain any connection with those regions? and if 
those markets are not, at this lime, for all commer- 
cial purposes as remote from us as the states of 
South America. Ifthe government continues to per- 
severe in in its present policy, our courage will, ere 
long, wholly fail, and our strength and means dimi- 
nish, until a revolution of some kind terminates 
hig measures. I will only remark further, that 

anks, with all their disadvantages, and they have 
then, exist in every country of any considerable 
activity, and commercial cretlit. By long experience 
they have been found convenient and necessary, and 
they are, at this day, co-operating with other means, 
in promoting liberal sentiments, free institutions 
aud the intellectual and moral elevation of man- 
kind. Let @ comparison of nations decide this ques- 
tion. 

I have said banks have disadvantages. Their 
bills may be counterfeited, they may be unwisely 
and dishonestly conducted; they may be established 
on false principles, as has been done by some of 
these states in defiance of experience; they may 
prompt to excessive enterprise, and foster a spirit of 
speculation, they may be tultiplied too rapidly; 
they may at times, change the amount of capital in 
use and produce fluctuations in trade, these are ac- 
knowledgzed evils, but some of them are not pe- 
culiar toa mixed currency, and all are imputable 
in no small degree, to causes extraneous to banks. 
You must extinguish the independent, active spirit 
of our countrymen, the very spirit which brought 
our fathers te America, which is now fostered by 
our free institutions, and in turn sustain them in 
their vigor; before you can make all men moderate 
and prudent. This spirit would break over saluta- 
ry restraints, with any currency, whenever high 
prices prevailed, or prospects of sudden wealth 
opened. Nevertheless we would not suppress it in 





the bosoms of our fellow citizens, any more than 
we would discontinue the use of steam, because, it 
sometimes becomes destructive; or fire, because, 


‘when-uncontrolled, it is dangerous; or knowledge, 


or talents, or religion itself, because they are some- 
times turned to bad account. 

I have no doubt of the constitutionality of state 
banks, and of a bank of the United States, nor can 
there be a doubt of the obligation of congress to 
provide a general currency. The right to do it is 
implied in its power to coin money; to regulate 
cominerce between the states, as it does by promot- 
ing navigation under the latter power; by laws re- 
specting vessels, their national character, their pa- 
pers, crews, medicines, and the examination of 
steamboats. It is emphatically implied in the power 
of congress to collect and pay out its revenue of 
some $30,000,000, in all these states, in times of 
war and peace. Congress ought to see that there is 
a currency, convenient and of uniform value 
throughout the union; and as far as constitutionab 
power is involved, it is a difference in name only 
whether the agent be a bank, a mint, a custom house 
or a receiver general. There isa difference in the 
character of the agent, but none in the nature of the 
power. 

It is said that congress is about to exercise its 
constitutional power, and to create a general cur- 
rency by the independent treasury bill, (so ealled) 
and that since the government has determined to re- 
pudiate bank paper and provide vaults and agents of 
its own, We may soon expect, should the house of 
representatives, in congress, concur with the senate, 
a currency adequate toour necessities. This bill pro- 
vides that the revenue of the United States shall be 
collected by receivers general, locked up in their 
possession until drawn for by the general govern- 
ment, and that after 1843, nothing shall be received 
but gold and silver. 

This operation we are assured will fill the chan- 
nels of trade with money and place our prosperity 
on an immovable foundation. Has this measure the 
power of accomplishing so much good? Could I 
view it in this light, I would cheerfully embrace it 
myself and urge its favorable regard upon this as- 
seinbly.—But, gentlemen, it has no such capacity. 
In itself, it does not propose to work such reform, 
but its direct object is totake care of the govern- 
ment. So far as the measure bears upon trade and 
currency it seems to ine, it is decidedly unfriendly. 
It may create a currency at the door of the treasury, 
but not extensively or the people, aid it surely will 
ere long be abandoned as a device more congenial to 
the earlier age of society, than to the higher civili- 
zation and commercial pre-eminence of this day 
and nation.—Its capacity lies in its destructive, not 
its creative power. How, for instance, can the col- 
lection of $1,000,000 a month in specie, in the city 
of New York, (which in prosperous times is not 
an unusual amount) create a currency for trade in 
that city?—The receiving, counting, and locking up 
the money, does not seem to have any such tenden- 
cy.- The government debtors, about to pay their 
duties or other dues; before they can approach the re- 
ceiver general, or any treasury officer, must pro- 
cure from banks or brokers the necessary amount of 
specie. They enter the banks like foreign creditors 
demanding specie, it must be counted out and carried 
to the vaults of the sub-treasury, there to lie inac- 
tive, useless, dead, until it is wanted for government 
dues.—From 1828 to 1838, the average sum in 
banks, standing to the credit of the treasury at the 
close of the year was $15,000,000; a much larger 
sum, it is true, than at present lies idle in the trea- 
sury; but the sum will not be uniform, and if the 
nation is prosperous, will sometimes be very large; 
even uncalled for appropriations will amount to a 
large sum; and in adopting an important financial 
measure, we are to consider its operation under the 
various circumstances of peace and war, prosperity 
and adversity 

Now what must be the effect of taking from cir- 
culation, or from banks, this amount of specie?— 
The revenue of 1839 was $30,000,000: would that 
sum pass into the treasury and be transported from 
place to place, to the seat of war, as Fiorida, Maine, 
or the northern frontier, without deranging the 
course of trade or embarrassiug state banks?— 
And what is the advantage of having the public mo- 
ney hoarded? Is it for safety? The public money 
was kept safe in the two national banks for forty 
years. Not a dollar was lost, it was forth-coming 
at any place at the simplest request of the secretary 
of the treasury, and while on deposit was made use- 
ful to labor and trade. But gentlemen, it is vain to 
conceal it, private vaults, however guarded by bolts, 
bonds, sureties and severe penal enactinents, will 
not keep the public money, nor have it forth-coming 
when wanted. 

There are likewise, many other objections to the 
measure. Jt will be expensive. A Lost of officers 

















will be created by the executive, to be increased an- 
nually in numbers and salaries. Receivers general 
and receivers particular, treasurers and sub-treasu- 
rers, book-keepers, attorneys, agents, clerks and 
runners will have their names added to the blue 
book which has already grown from a few pages to 
a volume; and finally, treasury bureaus with volu- 
minous records will be established wherever govern- 
ment money is received or paid out. If there was 
no other objection, with practical men, it would be 
enough that it is a great change in our financial po- 
licy. What would be thought of England should 
she abandon bank paper and attempt to collect her 
revenue of some 50,000,000 pounds sterling in spe- 
cie, mark and lock it up. ' 

The late president of the United States informed 
congress “that the money of the country ought not 
to be locked up, any more than the arms belonging 
to the citizens.” And the present secretary of the 
treasury in his circular letter dated the 26th of Sep- 
tember, 1833, instructed the deposite banks “that 
the deposite of public money would enable thein to 
afford increased facilities to commerce and extend 
accommodations to individuals.” 

It is provided in the new treasury measure, that 
duties on foreign goods shall be paid in cash. ‘This 
is acceptable to New England at least. It is what 
the friends of the manufacturing interests have been 
‘urging upon congress for many years, but it has no 
particular connexion with the kind of money to be 
used, nor the mode of collecting. 

Another prominent cause of our embarrassments, 
is the want of confidence and credit. 1 have already 
remarked that credit is that connexion between ecapi- 
tal and labor which gives to the latter the benefit of 
the former. Credit cannot any where long survive 
the loss of confidence. If those who possess mo- 
ney become alarmed about their security, or the pros- 


_perity of their debtors, or perceive in the government 


a versatile policy, or in the people a jealousy of 
wealth, they will withdraw their money froin active 
pursuits, and take it out of the hand of labor; they 
will as speedily as possible bring their business toa 
close, and shun the hazards and perplexities of new 
undertakings; they will hoard up what yet remains 
until times become more propitious. 

This is just the state of things we are now expe- 
riencing. Capital is retiring; creditors are pressing 
debtors; manufacturers cannot draw on funds as fore 
merly, because their consignees dare not sell; mer- 
chants refuse to trust and every man looks with sus- 
picion upon the solvency of his neighbor; until fear 
and distrust have seized upon the community, and 
separated, futally separated capital from labor; pro- 
perty is rapidly Cepreciating, and wages are gradu- 
ally diminishing. The farmer, not in debt, may not 
himself feel the deep distress of men of business, 
but the wave of adversity rolling in will soon reach 
him, atnid the losses of merchants and manufacturers. 
Let me say then, gentlemen, if you would assist la- 
bor, and secure to it liberal wages, we must restore 
the natural alliance that subsists between it and 
capital. Capital must be allured; it must feel safe, 
whether in business, in loans, orin institutions where 
it is bronght together for more convenient use. It 
must not be swept away in the cry against monopo- 
lies and corporations. Every blow aimed at this, 
falls upon the hand of labor. There is no worse 
policy for those who labor, than invidious attacks 
upon capital. 


State prison. Connecticut last year cleared 4,511 
dollars by her state prison, located at Weathersfield, 
making 9,000 dollars surp!us now in the hands of the 
warden, There are now 169 convicts in the prison, 
of whom 7 are females, and 40 are blacks. The ave- 
rage number of convicts for the last year has been 
about 25 less than the average of the last five years, 
and of course a corresponding dimunition ofthe labor 
would take place while the general expenses have 
been about the same. [New York Sun. 


Rail road. An application is to be nade to the 
legislature of Connecticut, at its present session, to 
incorporate a company for the construction of a rail 
road from New Haven to the New York line at 
Sawpitts, to be continued, by a N, York company, 
till it meets the Harlaem rail road. 


NEW. YORK. 

Address of the whig members of the legislature to 
the people of the state of New York.—The whig 
members of the senate and assembly, in compliance 
with an old republican custom respectfully submit an 
account of their legislative proceedings. 


The derangement of the currency, the prevalence 
of pecuniary embarrassments, the depreciation of 
property, the stagnation of business, the prostration 
of credit, the alarming tendencies of the measures 
of the general government, the systematic misrepre- 
sentations by its partizans of the financial condition 
of this state and the policy of its administration, have 
combined with unavoidable differance of opinion and 
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some conflicting local interests to render the du- 


ties of your representatives peculiarly trying and 


difficult. 
The session has been of little more than ordinary 
length. Three hundred and eighty acts have been 
assed. Many of these, as is usual, concern sub- 
jects of merely personal or local interests, but more 
than the usual number are of a general and public 
character. We trust that they have all received 
just and dispassionate consideration, nor are we 
aware of having overlooked or neglected any sub- 
jects seasonably presented for legislative action. 
The disordered condition of the currency has been 
roduced by the pernicious financial measures of the 
ederal government, and can only have a complete 
and effectual remedy in the abandonment of thal 
policy. It was, however, apparent that the general 
disordered state of moneyed concerns had led to far- 
ther forced issues of circulating notes without leg:- 
timate means of redemption. Such issues fell op- 
pressively upon active commerce and still more so 
upon the daily rewards of labor. While it was our 
manifest duty to correct these evils, it seemed equal- 
ly obvious that violent measures of legislation, which 
should prevent sound and well conducted institutions 
from carrying on their legitiinate business, would 
necessarily exclude our own paper from circulation 
by introducing in its stead the paper of suspended 
banks in other states, and thus aggravate instead of 
mitigating the existing evils. The result has been 
alaw obliging all the banking institutions and as- 
sociations, besides redeeming their notes in specie 
at their counters to keep them at a rate not exceed- 
ing one half of one per cent. discount in Albany, or 
New York. Although this measure did not receive 
the unanimous support of the undersigned, it is be- 
lieved by most of us that it is the best which was 
practicable. We indulge the confidence that it will 
for the future relieve the mechanic and the laborer 
from the necessity of receiving their reward in ade- 
preciated or worthless paper, such as cannot be ex- 
changed for the necessaries of life without ruinous 
sacrifice. We trust moreover that it will preserve 
our state currency ina sound condition, always con- 
vertible into specie at the place where it is issued, 
until wiser counsels shall prevail in the general go- 
vernment, giving security to enterprise and life and 
er to industry and commerce. 
he failure of a safety fund bank incorporated in 
1836, made it necessary to provide for the redemp- 
tion of its bills to the amount of about two hundred 
thousand dollars, by the arenes of a sufficient 
sum from the safety fund. e found, however, that 
during the administration of the late state officers 
the greater part of this fund had been borrowed for 
the ordinary expenses of the state, and that thus 
above six hundred and sixty thousand dollars of this 
pogo fund existed only in the acknowledgment 
y the state of so much indebtedness to the banks. 
This extraordinary transaction manifests a striking 
inconsistency with the professed desire of the late 
administration to divorce government from all con- 
nection with the banks. ‘The legislature, however, 
did not hesitate to make good the faith of the state, 
by directing the sale of its stock for an amount ade- 
quate to redeem without delay the notes of the sus- 
pended bank. 

The practice of issuing post notes, carried on by 
some of the associations under the act to authorise 
free banking, is manifestly a fraudulent abuse of 
their legal privileges. Measures have been adopted 
which it is believed will immediately arrest it, as 
well as give greater security to all their paper.— 
With a view more affectually to secure the redemp- 
tion of the circulating notes issued by such banks, 
a law has been passed subjecting the affairs of such 
associations and their securities deposited with the 
comptroller to inspection by the bank commission- 
ers. Those securities will also be examined by the 
annual joint committee of the legislature in the same 
manner as the accounts of the treasurer. 

We have also enacted laws, on which our commit- 
tees have bestowed great care, giving security as 
well as facility to the management, transfer and evi- 
dence of our public debt. We consider these pro- 
visions important as well as to protect the state from 
the frauds and loss to which former laws exposed us, 
as to guard the holders of our stock, and thus to in- 
crease its value and market price at home and abroad. 

We congratulate our fellow citizens upon the pas- 
sage of laws similar in effect to those which passed 
the assembly in 1839, but were then rejected by the 
senate, altogether separating Judges of the county 
courts from the board of supervisors in the appoint- 
ment of county officers. Thus county treasurers 
and superintendents of the poor will hereafter be 
appointed by the supervisors of the respective coun- 
ties. 

In compliance with the recent amendment of the 
constitution a law has been passed providing for the 
election of mayor of the several cities directly by 








the people, instead of their appomtment by the com- 
mon councils. 

The abuses of the elective franchise in the city of 
New York by the practice of illegal voting, and the 
commotions and disorders thence resulting, which 
have so long alarmed the friends of free government 
have been carefully considered. Notwithstanding 
the difficulty of framing, without full experience and 
repeated amendment, election laws, which shall be 
equal, practicable and simple in their operation, a 
system has been established, which, being wholly 
administered by officers chosen ipspadiaiely by the 
electors themselves, will, we confidently trust, pro- 
duce fair and peaceable elections in that city, and 
Secure to every cilizen, poor or rich, native or na- 
turalized, whatever his occupation or employment, 
the free and inviolate enjoyment of the most pre- 
cious privilege of citizenship, thus vindicating be- 
fore the world the practicability and safety of the 
great democratic principle of universal suffrage.— 
ge system went into partial operation at the late 

arter election in New York, and although it had 
previously been vehemently and intemperately de- 
denounced by those interested in defeating a fair 
expression of the will of the people, it has thus far 
secured the approbation of the citizens of that great 
metropolis, 

Whilst in common with all our fellow citizens we 
have lpoked with great solicitude to congress for 
some modification of the militia system, by which 
its efficiency should be increased, and its burthens, 
every were unequal, but peculiarly oppressive in 
our great commercial metropolis, should be reduced, 
we have endeavored to extend to the people such 


relief as is within the constitutional prerogative of 


the legislature. For that purpose a law has been 
passed abolishing expensive brigade courts martial 
in New York and its vicinity, and substituting regi- 
inental courts. A general act has also been passed 
reducing the onerous burthen of militia service and 
mak 4 fines throughout the state. 

We have not been indifferent to the just complaints 
of our fellow citizens concerning the abuses in legal 
proceedings, a subject ever requiring the watchiul 
attention of the legislature, but peculiarly so at pre- 
sent, when so many citizens are involved in calami- 
ties that no ordinary prudence could foresee, and no 
human industry could avert, when the accumulations 
of years are suddenly lost, the fairest prospects 
blighted, and poverty and wretchedness find their 
way into thousands hitherto happy and contented 
dwellings. . 

The proceedings in the foreclosure of mortgages 
have been simplified and rendered less expensive. 
We have honestly and zealously labored, though with 
great and unavoidable differences of opinion as to 
specific measures, to improve the simplicity and 
economy of other legal proceedings. ‘The results 
are before the people and will be judged of by their 
effects. The law extending the non-imprisonment 
act to non-resident debtors expunges fromm the statue- 
book the last remains of the odious and baibarous 
system of imprisoninent for debt. A new regulation 
enacted as to sales of lands for taxes aud assessinents 
will give greater security to loans upon mortgage, 
especially in cities and villages. ‘The rights of mar- 
ried women have been surrounded with new safe- 
guards by a modification of the proceedings in eject- 
ment for dower and in partition, and by an act 
legalizing insurance upon the life of a husband.— 
The statue regulating trusts has been so modified as 
to remove the inconvenient restrictions imposed 
upon trusts and devises for useful public purposes, 
and especially for those of benevolence, science and 
general education. 

The public charities have not been overlooked. 
The liberal provision heretofore made for the edu- 
cation of the deaf and dumb has been continued.— 
Appropriations have been made to prosecute the 
construction of the asylum for the insane, upon a 
plan more economical and prudent, but not less effi- 
cient than that adopted under the late administration. 
Other provisions have been enacted for more effec- 
tually guarding the judicious application of publie 
funds to charitable purposes. 

It was ascertained that the abuses and cruelty 
which have disgraced our state prisons, resulted in 
a great degree from the despotic power and unjusti- 
fiable emoluments of the chief agents of the prisons. 
We have endeavored, by separating the duties of the 
agents and keepers, to secure a wholesome respon- 
sibility on the part of those officers to the boards of 
inspectors, and more effectual supervision by the. in- 
spectors over the police of the prisons. 

An ill judged law passed in 1837 gave the admi- 
nistration upon the effects of aliens dying in this state 
and leaving no widow or known near kindred, to the 
consuls of the foreign sovereigns to whom such 
deceased persons were claimed as having owed 
allegiance. This was alike injurious to American 
creditors and to the relatives abroad who had ne se- 











curity for the good faith or the solvency of the va- 
rious consuls who thus received ihe property. We 
therefore repealed the law and placed the effects of 
aliens dying amongst us under the protection of the 
same general laws which guard the rights of our own 
citizens under similar circumstances. 

The differences between landlord and tenant that 
recently agitated the counties of Albany and Rensse. 
laer, have led to the enacting a Jaw for the appoint- 
ment of commissioners empowered to act as media. 
tors or even as arbitrators between the contendin 
parties. The governor has given to this law the 
fullest effect by his judicious selection of two com. 
missioners eminently fitted by character and public 
confidence for the difficult trusts. 

The trial by jury, the great security of all civil 
rights, and the distinguishing principle of republican 
government, has been extended to the cases of per- 
sons arrested in this state and claimed as fugitives 
from service. That law has been framed upon the 
great principle of state rights, the authority of a so. 
vereign state to regulate the action of its own courts, 
We also have passed a law enabling and directing 
the executive to reclaim the person and assert the 
freedom of any citizen of this state kidnapped and 
carried out of our borders into slavery. 

The beneficial results of the geological survey are 
already seen in the development of the resources of 
the state, and in a quickened sy irit of improvement 
in agriculture and manufactures. That no part of 
the state may be deprived of a participation in these 
benefits, we have authorised the continuation of the 
survey throughout another year, and made provision 
for the preservation of the invaluable scientific trea- 
sures which it has yielded to the state. 

The financial condition of the state and its system 
of internal improvements have received the solicitous 
consideration demanded by their acknowledged 
importance. Notwithstanding the multiplied and 
studied misrepresentations poured forth by the organs 
and advocates of the late administration, it was not 
difficult to ascertain the true condition of the state, 
nor in our judgment can there be any doubt of the 
real cause of the alarm and anxiety created among 
the people. 

The state, at the commencement of the session, 
possessed various completed works, all constructed 
by funds procured upon the publiceredit. The stock 
remaining outstanding for the works completed and 
for very large appropriations made by the previous 
administration to caryy on other works undertaken 
prior to 1839, amounted to ten millions of dollars.— 
The annual gross revenue of the Erie and Cham- 
plain canals alone now exceeds one million six hun- 
dred thousand dollars. A careful estimate by the 
canal board and now before the people, shows that re- 
venues from the canals increase at the rate of seven 
and ahalf per cent. every ten years, and give good rea- 
son to believe that the gross revenue in 1846 will ex- 
ceed two and a half millions of dollars. The piose- 
cution of our system of internal improvements now 
rests upon the same principles upon which it has been 
conducted ever since the first law for the construc- 
tion of the Erie canal. The only difference is that 
the experience of each year adds greater sanction to 
those principles and the actual results regularly ex- 
ceed all previous estimates. 

The doubts and fears which the subject has excit- 
ed, arose from the fact that the previous adiministra- 
tion had rushed precipitately and without reliable 
estimates and calculations into the expenditures for 
the enlargement of the Erie canal, and the construc- 
tionof other works. Large appropriations for those 
works, the cost of which was left to be the subject 
of the wildest conjecture, excluded every other por- 
tion of the state from immediate participation in the 
public munificence, while the undefined expense of 
these great undertakings threatened to absorb ulti- 
mately the entire revenues of the state. 

The policy more recently adopted is that the state 
should neither construct nor aid in any work with- 
out the most careful and reliable estimates of its 
total cost; that the appropriation every year should 
be limited to such suins as would leave our whole 
aggregate indebtedness for principal and interest 
within the ability of the state to pay in any event 
with the income actually derived from its public 
works as that income is ascertained by the actual 
receipts of the previous year; but that the prosecu- 
tion of works now in progress should be retarted or 
postponed according to the receipts of revenue and 
the reasonable claims of all parts of the state. This 
course will prevent the possibility of taxation, as 
well as that necessity which other states have felt 
of borrowing money to meet the demands of previous 
loans. 

The specific appropriations made this year have 
been respectively the result of deliberations in which 
only a majority of the legislature and a majority of 
the undersigned have concurred. Mitch difference 
of opinion has prevailed among us, and scarcely aby 
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one of these appropriations has received our unant- 
mous support. We therefore by no means matn- 
tain that the improvements which have thus receiv- 
ed legislative aid are collectively more meritorious 
than soine which have been ansuccessful. On the 
contrary, as our location and the interests of our 
respective opinions influenced our votes, each of us 
would have preferred a different distribution of 
soine portion of that aid to internal trade aud im- 
provement, which all agreed it was within the ability 
and duty of the state to render. Yet we trust the 
result will demonstrate that there is neither necessity 
for arresting the prosecution of the public works 
nor wisdom in suspending them, and that as long as 
the revenues of the state are husbanded, and a spirit 
of moderation, equality and devotion to the great 
cause of internal improvement prevails in the pub- 
lic councils, the system may be prosecuted with 
safety until the various works regarded by our fel- 
low citizens as important to their prosperity shall 
receive all necessary aid. 

We cannot leave this subject without tendering 
to you our warm and deepfelt congratulations that 
the doubt and fears which had for a short season 
somewhat affected the value of our state stocks have 
been dissipated. Those doubts and fears arose in 
part from the pecuniary difficulties of the times, 
and the general alarm from which neither the cool- 
est nor the wealthiest were exempt. But they were 
greatly increased bv bold and malicious exaggera- 
tions and misrepresentations of our financial con- 
dition. These were evidently prompted by a blind 
zeal, which, in the hope of aiding a party, did not 
hesitate to assail the character and credit of the 
state. They were industriously circulated on both 
sides of the Atlantic, wherever our state credit 
could be injured, or the value of stocks impaired, 
and consequently the facility of procuring funds for 
carrying on Our roads and canals lessened, as tke 
sacrifices to be inade for that purpose augmented.— 
The exposition of our state officers, the financial 
reports and debates of the legislature during this 
and the last session, and above all the clear evi- 
dence of the facts themselves, have repelled and 
refuted, if they have not quite silenced these calum- 
nies, and have, we trust, triumphantly vindicated 
the responsibility and resources as well as the faith 
aud honor of our noble state. 

Neither the alarming condition of public affairs, 
nor the agitated state of the public mind, nor our 
own sense of duty, would permit us to confine our 
consultations to such measures of relief and reform 
as were within the range of our state legislation. — 
On the contrary, acting in accordance with the sen- 
timents of the people of this state, as expressed in 
their elections, and in pursnance of time-honored, 
republican customs, ever deemed essential to main- 
tain the sovereignty of the state, we have delibe- 
rately examined the various questions of public 
interest which now agitate the nation. 

In obedience to the will of the people, unequivo- 
caily expressed, we have returned Nathaniel P. 
Tallmadge to the seat he recently filled in the se- 
nate of the United Stales. Through him was trans- 
mitted to congress a protest against the sub-treasury 
bill, and against any scheme on the part of the 
federal government, whereby the national revenues 
should be required to be collected in any other me- 
dium than the common currency of the country, or 
by which those revennes should be placed in the 
custody of agents appointed by and responsible only 
to the executive power. We protested on the 
ground that such measures had been thrice directly 
submi'ted to the people of this state, and by them 
as often indignantly rejected; that they were ad- 
verse to the best interests of our country, that they 
established practically one currency for the govern- 
ment and another and different currency for the 
people, and that such measures would enable the 
federal government to control and destroy the cur- 
rency created by the states; would cause the with- 
drawal and hoarding of millions of gold and silver; 
would affect injuriously all branches of industry; 
would take from the farmer, the merchant, and the 
mechanic, the value of his products and the price of 
his labor, and would augment and establish toa 
most dangerous extent the | prem of the federal 
government. We protested also on the ground that 
such measures were hostile to the fundamental max- 
lins of free governinent, and pregnant with danger 
to the business, the credit, the prosperity, and the 
liberties of the people. 

We have also laid before congress the solemn pro- 
test of the people of this state against the vote and 
decision of the house of representatives, by which 
that house refused to receive thereafter or in any 
manner act upon any petition relating to slavery in 
the United States, as a denial of the common right 
of any and every citizen of this country to be heard 
-by the representatives of the people upon any and 


every subject on which he may think proper re- | 


spectfully to address them—as a violation moreover 
of the common and natural right of every human 
being to address his prayer for aid to those who 
have power to afford protection and relief, and as 
an open and direct infraction of the constitution of 
the United States and the declaration of indepen- 
dence, both of which solemn instruments declare 
that the right of petition shall not be abridged. 

We have further declared to congress that the 
national domain is the common property of the 
United States, and of right constitutes a common 
fund for their use and benefit, and ought to be faith- 
fully disposed of for that purpose; and for no other 
uses whatever. We have therefore protested against 
the surrender of this common property toa portion 
of the states as unjust, and in direct violation of the 
uses and objects for which it was ceded and ac- 
cepted. 

We have further declared to congress that it was 
not to be endured by the people of this state that a 
government free from debt and at peace with all the 
world should consume for its current expenses the 
national domain, but that the ordinary resources 
from imposts and tonnage are abundantly sufficient, 
when faithfully collected, and prudently and econo- 
mically applied, for all the legitimate purposes of 
the common government. 

We have further expressed to the representatives 
from this state our opinion that congress is imperi- 
ously called upon by the embarrassments which 
have prostrated the business of the country to ex- 
ercise its constitutional power to establish uniform 
laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout the 
United States. 

An appeal from New Jersey to her sister states 
kindled in us strong feelings of sympathy and of 
indignation. Five of her six representatives in 
congress, holding the official certificate of the high- 
est state authorities to their election, had been ex- 
cluded from their seats in congress by an unprece- 
dented party vote in contradiction to immemorial 
parliamentary usage, as well as to the constitution 
and laws of our country. We uttered to the whole 
union our indignant protest against the exclusion as 
uunwarrantable in itself, as unjust to the people of 
New Jersey and insulting to her state sovereignty, 
and above all as dangerous to the liberties of the 
American people. 

We have also through the reports of our commit- 
tees and the resolutions of the assembly called upon 
the people of the union to guard against the dan- 
gerous influence of the power and patronage of 
the president over the legislation of congress. We 
have pointed out the bold and unhesitating use, for 
the inost pernicious ends, of the recommendatory or 
message power, in connection with the veto power 
either in use or in threat, and with the appointing 
power and its enormous patronage. We have ex- 
pressed as the sense of the people of this state our 
conviction that the preserving hostility of the pre- 
sent federal administration to the banking and other 
institutions of the state, as indicated by the presi- 
dent’s message to congress on the subject of the 
currency, are inconsistent with the spirit as well as 
the letter of the consiitution of the United States, 
and destructive to those interests which the federal 
government was instituted to protect. 

Such fellow citizens, is a plain unstudied report of 
the action of the legislature, and of the important 
measures adopted during the session. We are con- 
tent to submit them to your dispassionate judgment 
without comment or argument. 

Ouraltention has been drawn to an address of 
the minority of the legislature. It is characteristic 
of them, and in keeping with their acts, that their 
address was published before the close of the ses- 
sion, even before a day was fixed for adjournment, 
and while many of the most important questions 
of the session remained undecided. We met them 
at the commencement of the session in a spirit of 
conciliation, for we were sure that if there could be 
any time when the interests of the state and the 
welfare of the people required the sacrifice of per- 
sonal and party interest and prejudices, such a time 
had arrived. How far that spirit has been recipro- 
cated on their part it is left to our fellow citizens 
to decide. We shall not descend to recrimination 
with them. Still farther is it from our intention 
to follow their example by stigmatizing them with 
party names or attributing to them principles of- 
fensive alike to the people and ourselves. Whilst 
vaguely appealing to the people from the action of 
the majority, they omit all details of the proceedings 
of the legislature. We have thought that the peo- 
ple desire to know how their representatives have 
discharged their trusts, and that judgment will be 
pronounced upon our acts—not on our professions. 
We submit ourselves cheerfully to the tribunal 
which our associates have invoked, and we address 
that tribunal frankly and confidingly, conscious that 





it is one which no sophistry can mislead, no preju- 


dice bias, and no concealment deceive. It only re- 
mains for us to state what would have been the re- 
sults of the seasons if the counsel of our associates 
had prevailed. 

The election of a senator in congress, prevented 
by a factious senate last year, would have been 
again defeated, and in the inost interesting crisis of 
public affairs our great state would have been re- 
presented by only a single senator, and that senator 
one who bas been rebuked at three successive elec- 
tions for misrepresenting the will of the people. 

The session would have been closed without any 
important legislation, if the efforts of the opposition 
to waste time had been successful. To the best of 
their ability they labored by means of prolonged 
and reckless debate, and all the arts of legislative 
delay, to retard or prevent every measure of reform 
and of public policy. The most salutary measures, 
wholly unconnected with any party objects, except 
so far as the public good must be the object of every 
honest party, were opposed and embarrassed, even 
where they could not be defeated. Had the mi- 
nority been able to carry out all their purposes, no 
legislation of any value or moment, on any subject 
whatever, could have been effected. 

The sound paper money of this state would have 
been banished from circulation, and the miserable 
bills of other states would have been introduced in- 
stead, while the sudden closing of banks through- 
out the state would have dried up the sources of 
capital, already nearly exhausted. Thus the gene- 
ral distress of the community would have been fear- 
fully aggravated. 

The state, after having appropriated to its own 
ordinary expenditure, the whole safety fund, would 
have forfeited its faith, dishonored the bills of a 
safety fund bank, and cast upon. its poorest citizens 
the loss of two hundred thousand dollars. 

The election frauds in the city of New York 
would have been unchecked, and the peace of that 
great city would have been left exposed to the com- 
motions ever accompanying corrupt and fraudulent 
elections in a crowded population. 

The administration of justice and the punishment 
of crime in that populous mart would have been left 
embarrassed by the serious difficulties attendant 
upon courts injudiciously organized and whose con- 
stitutionality has been questioned by high authority. 

The right of trial by jury for the protection of per- 
sonal liberty would have been denied to that very 
class to whom their humble and unfortunate con- 
dition rendered it most valuable. 

Our former laws and practice, under which the 
treasury and the credit of the state, as well as the 
just rights of the holders and purchasers of our pub- 
lic stocks, were embarrassed by difficulties and dan- 
gers would have been left uncorrected, to the seri- 
ous pecuniary loss of the funds devoted to internal 
improvement as well as the great discredit of our 
public faith. 

The state would have paid its debts neither to 
foreigners nor to our own citizens employed upon 
its public works. The public works now in pro- 
gress would have been suddenly and abruptly dis- 
continued, whilst the treasury would have been ex- 
hausted in paying speculative damages to contractors 
for the voluntary breach of faith on the part of the 
state. Labor already badly paid, and agricultural 
products already sunk in value one-half, would have 
undergone further depreciation, and the business of 
the community, already intolerably embarrassed. 
would have been suspended and paralized. Not 
one work of improvement in the state would have 
been undertaken, nor asingle one aided. The sys- 
tem that pours into our treasury a revenue far ex- 
ceeding our ordinary expenditures, and that has 
given us a proud pre-eminence in the union would 
have been carelessly and shamefully abandoned.— 
The just hope, and expectations of our fellow citi- 
zens, encouraged by the legislature for more than 
twenty years, would have been wantonly disap- 
pointed. . 

The remonstrance of the people of this state 

inst the sub-treasury scheme which has caused 
the president of the United States to falter in his 
wicked purposes of subverting the prosperity and 
liberties of the people by the establishment of his 
sub-treasury, would bave been hushed into tame 
and abject submission. 

The inalienable and indefeasible right of the 
people to petition their representatives in congress 
would have been ingloriously surrendered. 

The interests of this state in the national do- 
main, exceeding in value one hundred millions of 
dollars, and constituting a fund sufficient for the 
inost extended systeim of improvement and educa- 
tion would have been shamefully relinquished with- 
out consideration or equivalent. ee 

The neglect or refusal of congress to exercise its 
copstitutional power to pass general bankrupt laws 





would have been justified. 
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Finally, by failing to remonstrate against the en- 
croachments of executive power and to demand its 
limitation, our state would have proved false to 
the republican principles she has nobly maintained 
for more than fifty years. 

We have thus set before the people the matters 
in difference between-the minority and ourselves. 
The people will judge whether they or we have 
most faithfully: maintained republican principles, 
and adopted democratic measures. Nor will it ex- 
cite surprise that the minority are unsparing in 
their denunciation of the executive. The reason 
is obvious. ‘The policy of his administration ac- 
cords with that which we have pursued and which 
the minority has opposed. His efficient conduct 
of public affairs, his lucid expositions of the con- 
dition of the state, his vindication of the system of 
internal improvement, and the eminently enlight- 
ened and benevolent spirit which has distinguished 
the recommendations he has submitted to the legis- 
lature, have rendered opposition to him as unavoida- 
ble as to the principles and policy identified with 
his administration. 

We have yet to speak of our performance of 
one other great and sulemnduty. Meeting together, 
not officially in our distinct legislative bodies, but 
as the assembled whig members of the legislature 
of New York, constituting the majorities of both 
houses, and representing a majority of the electors 
of the state, we have presented to the considera- 
tion of the people the results of the measures and 
policy of the present federal administration. We 
have asked them to look at the facts, and then 
judge for themselves. A crippled commerce—in- 
ternal trade languishing—manufacturers discharg- 
ing their hands—the products of agriculture at 
their lowest prices—mechanics without employ- 
ment—money scarce and kept from circulation by 
well-founded apprehensions of the hostile measures 
of the government—the currency left to us, de- 
ranged and depreciated by the war upon credit so 
wantonly waged for years—many of the moneyed 
institutions compelled by the same cause to sus- 
pend specie payments, and the residue obliged to 
restrict their issues in order to save themselves 
from ruin—public works on internal improvement 
in various parts of the union abandoned—laborers 
dismissed without means of support, or the pros- 
pect of e:imployment—industry in all its depart- 
ments baffled, disheartened and unrewarded——the 
value of property and the wages of labor depreci- 
ated—the federal government incuring a debt to de- 
fray its daily expenses—those expenses swelled to 
an amount far beyond all former examnple—the 
treasures of the nation wasted, and the lives of her 
bravest sous ingloriously sacrificed in the swamps 
of Florida—this vast amount of present suffering 
aggravated by dismay at beholding the obstinacy 
with which fresh experiments are forced upona 
people that have repeatedly rejected and denounced 
them. Such is the gloomy but faithful picture of 
a country so lately “prosperous and happy beyond 
example.” 4 

Deeply sensible that from this condition there is 
no relief, no hope or chance of change, but by 
wresting froin the hands of those who have pro- 
duced it, the means of inflicting further injury upon 
a suffering country, we, the representatives of the 
people of New York, for ourselves and our consti- 
tuents, have pledged the united and devoted ener- 
gies of the democratic whig freemen of the empire 
state to the cause of HARRISON and REFORM. 
We have unanimously resolved, that in the charac- 
ter and qualifications of the candidates selected by 
the convention at Harrisburg, we have high incen- 
tives to the most determined efforts for completing 
the work already auspiciously commenced. Ina 
long course of public service they have furnished 
the strongest evidence of talent, public virtue, and 
patriotic devotion ( the interests of the whole 
country. They have proved themselves true to the 
constitution, obedient to the laws, faithful to the 
people. : 

The life of WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON 
is an unbroken history of distinguished services, 
from the time when he received a commission from 
Washington tothe day when he was dismissed from 
public service by Andrew Jackson—an interval of 
forty years, during which he guided the hardy pio- 
neers of the west, protected their feeble settlements 
by his bravery, from Indian hostility, and con- 
ducted them by the wisdom of his civil adminis- 
tration, through difficulties and perils until at- 
taining the strength and dignity of sovereign states 
they took their place in the confederacy of the 
union. 

In the national councils, executive departments, 
in diplomatic stations, he has universally exhibited 
the moderation, prudence and sagacity which so 
eminently marked the character of Washington.— 





In the field, following the same great example, he} 


served his country with cool anddetermined bravery, 
wise policy and never ceasing vigilance; finally 
when we behold him, after having filled the ste- 
tions affording every opportunity for wealth, and 
every temptation to avarice, retiring in honest po- 
verty to the cultivation of a farm, we are filled with 
admiration of a character exhibiting such noble dis- 
interestedness, such high and useful talent, and 
such exalted patriotism. 

Fellow citizens, it belongs to others than your 
representatives in the legislature to adopt plans of 
political organization. We congratulate you upon 
the harmony and spirit every where pervading the 
ranks of the true democracy of the union. We 
congratulate you upon the auspicious omens of 
success which appear in every state from Maine to 
the far distant west and south. We congratulate 
you even upon the rancorous and malignant spirit 
manifested by our opponents towards the illustrious 
citizen under whose name the people of the United 
States are proceeding to a a civie triumph 
than any they have yet achieved. No stronger 
evidence of the desperation of the advocates of the 
federal executive can be required than the reckless 
calumnies with which they assail the fair fame of 
one whose name has hitherto been without re- 
proach, whose gallant achievements constitute a 
part of the imperishable glory of his country, and 
who has maintained and defended in the senate as 
in the field, by his eloquent voice and pen as well 
as by his sword, the dearest privileges of freemen, 
the noblest principles of civil liberty, and the ho- 
nor, the rights and the independence of the Ameri- 
can people. 
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Albany, May 14. 

Income of railways. The past year, we find, by the 
following table, that the income of rail roads is still 
on theincrease. We have not the yearly state- 
ment of the Utica and Schenectady, but understand 
that this road yielded above 14 per cent. on its cost. 
The Utica and Syracuse, for the short time it has 
been in operation, has netted at the same rate. 








ee) 
mee 


With this view, should there be a donbt in the State 
giving the aid of its crecit to the lines of rail roaq 
eading from this city to Buffalo? We trust not. 
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Cost of railway transportation. We find that the 
Reading rail road received $835 19, for the extra. 
ordinary load of 425 tons gross, (300 tons nett), 
carried over their rail road the last month, at the 
rate of 10 miles per hour, on 101 cars, with one 
engine! The cost of transporting this enormous 
load was 35 mills per ton per mile. The compan 
charged $2 78 per ton per mile—equal to $10 per 
ton from Albany to Buffalo. How does this com. 
pare with the charges on the Erie canal? From 
this view, railways well located are destined to su. 
persede canals. 


Cheap transportation. A merchant from the west, 
informs us that he gets his heavy goods carried 
from New York to Chicago, fur 90 cents per 100 
Ibs. viz: from New York to Buffalo 65 cents and 
25 from Buffalo to Chicago, by vessels, making in 
all 1,500 miles. If Pennsylvania expects a share 
of the freighting business of the great west, she 
must reduce the tolls on her public works. 

[Detroit Daily Adv. 

Some of the Yew York papers, are urging the 
completion of a rail road from that city to Albany. 
A route is said to have been discovered through the 
highlands, the grade of which will not exceed 30 
feet to the mile. The New Yorkers, we should 
suppose would find it to their interest to act prompt- 
ly in this matter, or in the mean time, Boston will 
by her western road divert, during, at any rate,a large 
portion of the year, the trade of western New York 
to herself, and furnish it the products of her manu- 
factories in return for the products of its soil. 


Rathburn’s Exchange. The stone building known 
as the **United States bank,’’? which was left in a 
partial state of domolition by Rathburn, is going up 
again at Buffalo. 


Troy and Shenectady rai! road. The common coun- 
cil passed a resolution yesterday, to commence ope- 
rations upon the rail road between this city and 
Schenectady immediately. [Troy Whig. 

New street. It is in contemplation to form anew 
street between Pine and Wall streets, New York, 
adjoining the new custom house and state bank.— 
It is to be twenty-seven feet wide, and will be of 
great convenience in the operations of the custom 
house. { New York paper. 

NEW JERSEY. 

An administration convention, was held at Tren. 
ton, last week, and was addressed by Mr. WALL, 
U.S. senator, and others. 

Disturbance at Trenton. Some procendings con- 
nected with the line of travel between Philadelphia 
and New York, have led to several disgraceful 
scenes, at the usually quiet city of Trenton, and 
eventually, on Tuesday, to a regular fight. It ap- 
pears that while the rate of travel by the rail road 
line froin Philadelphia to New York, is established 
at $4 00 for “‘through passengers” as they are term- 
ed, “‘way passengers’ are charged only one dollar 
and twenty-five cents from Trenton to New Bruns- 
wick, and fifty cents from New Brunswick to New 
York, leaving the distance between Trenton and 
Philadelphia, the only part of the route uncovered, 
at similar reduced rates. To remedy this, a com- 
pany has put the steamboat called the Hornet, on 
the Delaware, to run between Philadelphia and 
Trenton, which company have advertised to con- 
vey passengers from Philadelphia to New York for 
$2 00, charging 25 cents to Trenton, and then des- 
patching them as ‘‘way passengers” on the regular 
line, at regular rates. ‘To suppress this innovation, 
the rail road company established a rule, requiring 
all Trenton passengers to get tickets before 5o’clock, 
an hour before the Hornet arrived there, and then re- 
tused the Hornet’s passengers for non-compliance 
with this rule. On Monday, an effort was made 
by the passengers fo force their way into the cars, but 
they were resisted; and on Tuesday a large crowd 
had collected at the depot, in anticipation of a ge- 
neral battle, bul the Hornet brought no passengers. 
An altereation took place between John Payne, the 
agent of the Hornet, and Mr. Nagle, president of the 
rail road line, which led to a blow from the latter, 
which was returned by Payne, who was immediate- 
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ly knocked down by captain Stockton with a large 
stick. Warrants were taken ou' against these gen- 
tlemen by Payne, but they had left for Philadelphia 
and thus the affair remains. [ Balt. American. 
PENNSYLVANIA. A 

Third congressional district contested seat. It is 
stated in the Pailadelphia Commercial Herald, that 
the examination into the legality of the election of 
Mr. Naylor, in the 3d congressional district of 
Pennsylvania, contested by Charles J. Ingersoll, 
has been closed without eliciting the slightest tes- 
timony that could impeach the validity of Mr. Nay- 
lor’s election, or give color to even a suspicion of 
fraud on the part of bis friends and supporters. 

Resignation. The honorable Richard Biddle has 
addressed the following letter to his constituents, 
apprising them of his intended resignation of his 
seat in congress. 





Washington, May 13, 1840. 

GENTLEMEN: The severe indisposition with 
which I have been visited in the course of a three 
years’ residence at Washington, and under which 
I now labor, forces upon me the conviction that I 
shail not be able to discharge satisfactorily, during 
the next winter, my duties as a representative. I 
have been reluctantly impelled, therefore, after 
mature reflection, to resign; remaining, however, 
at my post until the end of the present session.— 
By this early annunciation inconvenience aid ex- 
pense are spared, as the choice of a successor for 
the unexpired portion of my term will take place 
at the general election in October. Having been 
heretofore in communication with you as a com- 
mittee, appuinted at a meeting of the friends of 
general Harrison, I may appropriately ask your 
good offices in the making known the course which 
a sense of duty has constrained me to take. With 
great regard, yours, very truly, KR. BIDDLE. 

Messrs. 4. W. Foster, Benjamin Darlington, 
Charles Avery, John Morrison, (of Alleghany) S. 
Fahnestock. 

- Legislature—Banks. In the house of representa- 
tives, on the 2Ist, Mr. Snowden, of Venango, chair- 
nvan of the committee on banks, reported a bill to 
regulate the several banks and savings institutions 
in that state, one of the sections of which proposes 
a repeal of the resuinption bill of last session, and 
requires the banks to resume on the Ist of Octo- 
ber; thus hastening the period of resumption three 
and a half months. On the 25th, this bill was ta- 
ken up in committee of the whole. The committee 
soon rose and the bill came up upon second reading. 

Mr. Crabb then took the floor and spoke against 
the first section of the bill, which provides for abo- 
lishing proxies in elections for bank directors, but 
had not concluded when the house adjourned. 

Improvements. In the house on the 22d and 234d, 
the appropriation bill reported by the internal iim- 
provement committee was the principal subject 
under consideration, [tems were passed, appro- 
priating $600,000 to the Erie extension, and a like 
sum to the North Branch extension, and $60,000 
to the Wiconisco feeder, 

After the above items of the bill had been agreed 
to, Mr. Love olfered an amendment, authorising 
the governor to subscribe for $100,000 worth of 
stock in the Monongahela navigation company. 

Mr. Gratz moved to ainend the amendment by 
authorising the governor also to subscribe for two 
thousand shares of stock in the Union canal com- 
pany, on condition that the said company shall first 
receive subscriptions to their stock from corpora- 
tiuns or individuals amounting to one thousand 
shares, with twenty-five dollars paid in on each, to 
be applied exclusively to the widening of the main 
line of the Union canal to the capacity of the Sus- 
quebanna division of the Pennsylvania canal; the 
governor then to issue negotiable certificates of 
stock to the said company, bearing an interest of 
five per cent. reimbursable in thirty years. 

Mr. Love accepted this as a modification of his 
motion; whereupon Mr. Strohecker moved to add 
a subscription of $50,000 to the stock of the Bald 
Eagle and Spring Creek Navigation company, and 


this also was aceepted by Mr. Love as a modifica- | 


tion of his motion. 

Mr Darsie then called for a division of the ques- 
tion to end with each of the three subscriptions, 

_ The house agreed to the Monongahela subscrip- 
tion, by yeas 43, nays 41. The Union Canal sub- 
scription Was negatived, yeas 29, nays 53. The 
Bald Eagle subscription was also negatived, yeas 
29, nays 55. The ultimate fate of the bill is said 
to be duubtful. 

On the 25th, as a matter of. course, the appropri- 
ation bill caine Op again on second reading, the 
question being upon the the aduption of Mr. But- 
ler’s amendinent to revive the tax bill of 1831. 

Mr. Parke offered an amendment to strike out 
that of Mr. Butler’s, and insert a section requiring 
the U.S. bank to loan the amount to be appropriat- 


ed, at the rate of four per cent. as provided for in 
its charter, and that in the event of a non compli-4 
ance with the requisition, her charter shall be de- 
clared forfeited. 

On this qnestion a lengthy debate ensued, in 
which a number of members took part. 

Mr. Brodhead was not in favor of borrowing any 
more money of the banks—he preferred to raise it 
by means of a tax. 

Mr. Snowden advocated the proposition—it was 
more desirable than to tax the people—laying a tax 
would benefit the Philadelphia banks and stock- 
jobbers—he had no idea of contributing to such a 
result. 

Mr. Hegins replied to Mr. Snowden—he was in 
favor of a tax bill—it would elevate the credit of 
the state, and it made no difference if any others 
were benefitted; this course of borrowing would 
certainly increase the embarrassments of the com- 
monwealtk. 

After some remarks by Mr. Crabb, expressing his 
astonishment at the course of gentlemen who had 
once so much deprecated a measure of this kind, the 
question was taken on the proposition, and it was 
agreed to—yeas 54, nays 34. 

Mr. Nill then moved a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the provision for relaying the north track 
upon the Columbia road for a certain distance was 
stricken out, and it was agreed to, and the appro- 
priation of $10,000 for that purpose was agreed to, 
providing that it be taken out of the sum of 600,000 
dollars appropriated for repairs. 

Other amendments were about to be offered, when 
Mr. Watts called the previous question, and it be- 
ing sustained, the title of the bill being the main 
question, was agreed to, and the bill ordered to be 
transcribed fora third reading. Ona motion to dis- 
pense with the rule and read the bill a third time, 
-he yeas and nays were called, and it was not agreed 
to. Yeas 52, nays 40, not two-thirds voting in the 
affirmative. 

In the house on the 26th, the internal improve- 
ment appropriation bill passed, yeas 48, nays 41— 
no further amendments having been made to it. It 
makes appropriations amounting to something over 
$3,000,000. It contains a revenue provision, re- 
quire the United States bank to loan to the state 
$4,000,000 at four per cent. and forfeits it charter 
if it refuses to toe the mark. 

The resolution to revive the tax bill of 1831, was 
taken up and discussed until the honse adjourned. 

In the senate, the appropriation bill, after ineffec- 
tual attempts to refer it to a committee, was laid on 
the table. 


Bail. A bill to allow associate judges of the 
courts of common pleas, as well as_ president 
judges, to admit persons to bail, who are charged 
with the commission of crime (homicide excepted) 
was then taken up and passed. The bill further 
provides that they may be admitted to bail and dis- 
charged without being brought up on a writ of ha- 
beas corpus. 

Bankruptcy. In the senate, on Saturday, Mr. 
Penrose’s resolution in favor of a uniform system of 
bankruptcy, passed, alter some discussion, by a vote 
of 19 to 5. 


Political meeting. The administration party of 
Philadelphia held their meeting on the 25th instant, 
in the state house yard. 

George M. Dallas, esq. presided, and made a 
speech on taking his seat. 

Col. John Thompson offered the resolutions and 
also made a speech. He was succeeded by Messrs. 
Richard Rush, Wm. D. Kelly, Richard Vaux, Ho- 
ratio Hubbell and James Page, of the city, hon. Mr. 
Vanderpoel, of New York, and hon. Mr. Weller, of 
Ohio. 

The resolutions approved of “Vun Buren and 
Johnson” against the field, the sub-treasury, a bank- 
rupt law, on the condition that it should include 
corporations—and were strongly opposed to gene- 
ral Harrison. 


Cuse of Wood. The attorney general on Wed- 
nesday informed the Philadelphia court that, visit- 
ing, on the previous day, Wood, the murderer of 
his daughter, confined at Moyamensing, he found 
him sane, caim and unruffled even by subjects most 
likely to disturb him, speaking of Peake only with 
the greatest contempt. With regard to his discharge, 
the attorney general left the case entirely with the 
court. Peake being present objected to Wood’s 
discharge, but did not see how he could hinder it. 
The court then agreed to receive the three proffer- 
ed sureties of $6,000 each, the bail intending to 
remove Wood to Long Island, New York. It is 
stated in the Philadelphia Ledger “that he is now 
on his way to a distant part of the union, in com- 
pany with one of his bail.” 


Quo warranto. On Thursday last Mr. J. A. 
Bridges, deputy attorney general of Lehigh county, 


> 





moved fur a quo warranto against the hon. John F, 
Ruhe, to show by what authority he held the of- 
fice of associate judge of Lehigh county. Service 
of notice having been dispensed with by agreement 
of the defendant’s counsel, the case came up before 
their hozors judge Banks and judge Saeger, on 
Friday, and was argued by Messrs, J. 8. Gibbons 
and J. A. Bridges, on the part of the information, 
and by Henry A. King and A. E. E. Brown, esqe. 
for the defendant. Our readers may remember that 
judge Ruhe was appointed to office by governor 
Ritner, between the election in 1838, and time of 
the amendments to the constitution going into ef- 
fecton the Ist of January, 1839, to fill the place 
of jude Fogel, deceased. According to the require- 
ments of the schedule to the new constitution, the 
legislature, during the session of 1838-9, classi- 
fied the associate judyes into four classes, according 
to the date of their commissions—judges Ruhe’s 
being of the most receut date, he was put in the 
fourth class. The bill thus specifying the time 
when the associates’ commissions should expire, 
passed both houses, and was approved by the go- 
vernor. This winter, contrary to the commands of 
the schedule to the amendments, which declared 
that the first legislature, after their adoption, should 
classify the judges, a bill was passed, correcting er- 
rors, as it specities, in the other bill, and in which 
judge Ruhe is placed in the first class, and his com- 
mission declared to have expired on the 27th of 
February last. In view of this second bill, governor 
Porter commissioned Peter Hoas, to fill the place of 
judge Ruhe, who, by the advice of his friends, not 
having vacated his seat. the above quo warranto 
was brought. The judges have not yet delivered 
their opinions. [ Easton, ( Pa.) Whig. 
MARYLAND. 

Co]. Witt1AM T. Woogren, of Prince George’s 
county, has been nominated as the whig candidate 
for elector of president and vice president, in the 
seventh congressional district. 

The Episcopal convention of this diocese assem- 
bled in St. Paul’s church, on the 27th instant. The 
rev. Dr. WyatT was elected president of the con- 
vention. On Thursday the rev. Dr. WHITTINGHAM, 
professor of theology in the New York Episcopal 
seminary, was elected by analmost unanimous vote, 
as the bishop of the diocese of Maryland. 

VIRGINIA. 

William and Mary. This venerable seat of learn- 
ing continues to prosper. A catalogue of the stu- 
dents exhibits 140 matriculates during the present 
session—the largest number, we believe, since the 
foundation of the institution. The ability of the 
faculty is an earnest that the number will be aug- 
mented every year. { Richmond Whig. 

Candidate. Col. Augustine J. Smith, of Harri- 
son county, Virginia, is the whig candidate for 
congress in that district. 

The Richmond bank. The examination of Mr. 
Dabney was just closed at our last Richmond dates. 
On Saturday last, Mr. Robinson, counsel for the 
commonwealth, read a statement of the result of 
the investigation by the commissioners. The sub- 
stance of it was, that the deficit in money ainount- 
ed to $546,681 19, of this, were $541,347 00 in 
checks, $401,724 in the checks of Green, $72,053, 
Green and Crenshaw, the balance in the checks of 
houses connected with Green. 

The convention of the Episcopal church of Vir- 
ginia, is now holding a session at Charlottsville, 
Va. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Political meeting. A great meeting of the states’ 
rights party, and of the friends of the administra- 
tion, was held in Charleston on Thursday even- 
ing last, Henry L. Pinckney, esq. mayor, pre- 
sided; and S. M. Walker and William D. Porter 
acted as secretaries. A committee, of which col. 
Memminger was chairman, was appointed to pre- 
pare an address; and while they were engaged in 
it, the president being called upon, addressed the 
meeting for some time, after which the address was 
reported, read and agreed to. It concludes with a 
set of resolutions, expressing confidence in the ad- 
ininistration, and approving of the sub-treasury 
mineasure. Colonel Memminger, colonel F. H. 
Elmore and the hon. J.S. Rhett addressed the meet- 
ing. 

This meeting receives the following notice from 
the Charleston Courier. 

The administration meeting. This meeting, of 
which an account will be found in our columns this 
morning was a very numerous one, uniting men of 
both the old parties which divided the state, and 
indicating that opposition to the»present adminis- 
tration will scarcely be able to make headway in 
either the city or state. The character of the pro- 
ceedings, and especially of the speeches made on 
the occasion, deny us the power of approval. The 





anti-bank spirit was rife and fierce, and the finan- . 
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cial or sub-treasury policy of the administration 
made the party test, necessarily throwing out of the 
pale such as may have been disposed to adhere to 
the administration on other grounds. Another sub- 
ject of regret is, that in spite of the repeated de- 
monstrations before the public of general Harrison’s 
soundness should have been deemed necessary to 
raise an unjust clamour against him on the subject 
of abolition. Surely, Mr. Van Buren’s noble stand 
on the constitution in favor of southern rights, both 
before and after his election, the anti-tariff, anti- 
internal improvement, and (we are sorry to add) 
anti-bank policy of his administration, furnish 
grounds for his cordial support by the dominant par- 
ty in this state, ample enough to have spared the 
infliction of such injustice on a veteran and patriot, 
who has successfully fought the battles of his coun- 
try, performed a long tour of honorable civil ser- 
vice, suffered political martyrdom in the cause of 
the south, and so far from being an abolitionist, or 
allied with abolitionists, has both denounced and 
been denounced by them, and has even publiciy 
declared, in no less than two speeches made before 
large audicences, that it is not only pernicious and 
criminal, but unconstitutional even to discuss the 
question of abolition in a non-slaveholding state. 
For our part, we rejoice that both the candidates for 
the presidency are foes to the abolitionists, and that 
let either be elected, so far as the chief magistracy 
is concerned, the shield of the constitution will 
be thrown around the rights of the south.— We had 
indulged the hope that political warfare in South 
Carolina would have been maked by a more gene- 
rous spirit. 
MISSISSIPPI. 

The following extract from an agricultural re- 
port recently published in Mississippi, is believed 
to contain a true represenfation of the condition of 
that great cotton growing state: 

The following calculations are made by a gentle- 
man who seems to have devoted a good deal of at- 
tention to the subject, and whose statistics, I have 
no doubt, will be found somewhat under the mark, 
though sufficient for all reasonable induction. The 
calculation is based on an average of five years. 
The debt side stands thus:— 
1,800,000 yds. of bagging, or 300,000 

bales (6 yards per bale) at 25 cents 

per yard is 
2,400,000 Ibs. rope, at 124 cents per Ib. 

(8 Ibs. per bale) 

30,000 Ibs. twine for do. 1 Ib. for every 

10 bales, is 


300,000 
9,000 





$759,000 
There were, in 18386, 164,398 slaves in 
this state; the expense of feeding and 
clothing each, is estimated at $40 











per year, $6,575,920 
There were in 1836, 1,048,530 acres of 
land in cultivation in the state,—cost 
of farming utensils of all kinds—¢2 
per acre is not looked upon as too 
high an estimate, 2,097,060 
Considered necessary expenses, $9,431,980 
There were in 1836, 41,239 white male 
inhabitants in the state over 18 years 
of age—charge them with expend- 
ing 125 cents per day in cigars and 
liquor, &c. 1,881,484 
The whole white population of the state, 
male and female, amounted in 1836, 
to 144,351—charge thein to average, 
in excess of dress, and other needless 
expenses $25 per annum, 3,608,770 
Useless and unnecessary expenses, $5,490,254 
Necessary expenses, 9,431,980 
$14,922,234 
To which add interest paid to commis- 
sion merchants in New Orleans, and 
the chartered bank account of the 
state of 8 per cent. per annum, it 
would make about 3,200,000 
$18,122,234 


Thus making the indebtedness of the state over 
18 millions of dollars. The credit side of the ba- 
lance sheet is made up of a single item, 300,000 
bales of cotton, valued at $50 per bale, amounts to 
fifteen millions of dollars, leaving the balance 
against us of over three millions. Thus, instead of 
making money, we have been going in debt annu- 
ally, atthe rate of*some two millions of dollars. 


Iu the estimate of expenses, no account is taken of 


the annual outlay for horses and mules, and also 
flour, which have been heretofore considered ne- 
cessaty disbursements. Nor have I taken into the 
account the onerous per cent. which we pay for 


$450,0004 


every article purchased, in consequence of the de- 
preciated state of our currency. If the whole 
amount were brought into open view, the sight 
would be too appaling to look upon with tranqvili- 
ty. The question arises how is this very untoward 
state of things to be remedied? I answer empha- 
tically, by retrenchment in our expenditures, and 
by raising and manufacturing those articles of prime 
necessity at home, for which we have been hitherto 
dependent on other countries—then, and not till 
then, will the exchange be turned in our favor. 

The Philadelphia U. S. Gazette contradicts the 
published rumor of very great injury having been 
lately done to the Vicksburg and Clinton rail road 
by heavy rains. The whole injury sustained was 
the loss of a bridge over Baker’s creek, and the 
washing of some of the embankment; to replace 
the whole of which, with such improvements as 
will render the work more secure than before, will 
cost from $6,000 to $10,000. 

LOUISIANA. 

The apprehensions from the rise of the river have 
subsided. 

Storm at New Orleans. A very heavy gust vi- 
sited New Orieans on the 17th instant. The Bee 
states that after the rain, the wind blowing hard, 
threatened to break the levee in front of Bienvenu 
and St. Amant’s plantations, below the city, in 
such an eminent danger the inhabitants in the vici- 
nity, without distinction, turned out and set to 
work to stop the progress of the waters, which for 
some time past threatened the city with an inunda- 
tion. 

The mammoth lotlery. It is stated in the New 
Orleans papers that Mr. Schmidt, the projector of 
the mammoth lottery scheme, has received $90,000 
for tickets, $65,000 of which are believed to be now 
on deposite in New Orleans. The expenses of the 
failure will not fall short of $10,000, leaving about 
$10 to be returned to the holder of each ticket, out 
of $20 paid. 

ARKANSAS. 

Destructive fire at Litile Rock. The New Or- 
leans True American of the 2d inst. remarks: We 
are informed by the clerk of the steamboat Little 
Rock, which arrived at this port yesterday, that a 
fire occurred at Little Rock, Arkansas, on Sunday 
morning, the 26th ult. which destroyed six build- 
ings, including the hotel of Bennett and Trow- 
bridge. The wind was blowing fresh and threaten- 
ed great destruction, but it fortunately changed and 
and the fire was confined toone block. The build- 
ings burned were occupied as coffee houses, grocery 
stores, &c. 

The Arkansas river is higher than it has been for 
many years. The creeks have become rivers and 
the riveran ocean. Much damage will be done by 
inundation. 

KENTUCKY. 

Bank of Kentucky. Extract of a detter dated 
Louisville, May 6, 1840. “The stockholders’ meet- 
ing closed yesterday, and all went off peaceably. 
Butopinion was expressed on the subject of the 
liability for the over issues of stock in the hands of 
innocent holders—all concurred that the bank was 
certainly and justly liable. The directors elected 
will do all they can do to effect a speedy adjustment 
of the whole matter, and have already selected an 
agent to proceed to Philadelphia, and ascertain more 
fully the extent of the issues, and to have the mat- 
ter settled with the Schuylkill bank. Messrs. 
Drayton, Richards and Handy, left for home yes- 
terday. Virgil McKnight, is elected president.” 

, { North Amer. 
OHIO. 

Grindstone quarry. There is a quarry of grind- 
stones within 12 miles of Cleveland, Ohio, capable 
of supplying the article to the whole U. States for 100 


years to come. Nature works on a grand scale in 
America. 
MISSOURI. 
Wheat. Large quantities of wheat are leaving 


St. Louis and other western cities on the way to 
New Orleans, for exportation to Liverpool. 
MICHIGAN. 

Stale bank. ‘The Detroit Free Press states that 
the Michigan State bank have settled with the state 
officers by assigning to them for the benefit of the 
state all its corporate assets and property. 

FLORIDA. 

Appalachicola, May 10. More murders by the 
Indians! By the steamer Hyperion, capt. Church- 
hill, which arrived last evening, we have received 
the melancholy intelligence of the murder of three 
more families by the Indians, since that of Mr. 
McLane, noticed in yesterday’s paper. The name, 
however, of but one has been ascertained by us, 
that of Mr. Lamb, about eight miles from Blounts- 
town, and within a few miles of a military post.— 
They attacked his house on Friday evening, and 





shot him while endeavoring toescape. There were 


ated 
—_——- 


in the house, at the time of the attack, several other 
persons, two of whom were severely wounded.— 
After they had killed and driven from their homes 
the family, they pillaged the house, and set on fire 
the dwelling, together with several out-houses, 


the neighborhood, several of whom were killed, but 
we have not been able to learn their names. 

The Indians which committed these depredations 
are said to number about fifty or sixty, and conceal 
themselves in the hammocks between the Appala. 
chicola river and Tallahassee until a favorable op. 
portunity offers for them to commit such like deeds, 

This forms the fourth family which has been mur- 
dered in that vicinity since the 23d ultimo, and it is 
time some steps were taken to prevent them in fu- 
ture. [ Gazeite. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
From the New York Journal of Commerce, May 14. 

The twenty-fourth anniversary of this society 
was celebrated this morning at the Broadway Ta- 
bernacle, commencing at 10 o’cloek, the hon. John 
Cotton Smith, president, in the chair. After the 
reading of a portion of the scriptures, an appropri- 
ate introductory address was made by the president. 
An abstract of the report of the treasurer and of the 
managers was then read, the substance of which 
will be found below. 

The speakers were rev. James Lillie, Rhinebeck; 
rev. Thomas Brainerd, Philadelphia; rev. John N. 
Campbell, D. D. Albany; rev. Mark Hopkins, D. 
D. Williams college; rev. Robert Newton, Eng- 
land; and the hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, chan- 
cellor of the New York university. The addresses 
were all of a high order, and were listened to with 
deep interest by the immense congregation assein- 
bled on the occasion. They were in supportof the 
following resolutions, which were unanimously 
adopted: 

1. Resolved, That the report, an abstract of which 
has been read, be printed and cireulated under the 
direction of the managers. 

2. Resolved, That in circulating the scriptures, 
the Old ‘Testament should, as far as practicable, ac- 
company the New, and both be studied in connee- 
tion. 

3. Resolved, That the practice, already adopted 
to some extent, of visiting the habitations of the 
poor, and reading to them select portions of the Bi- 
ble, is a practice which ought to be widely encou- 
raged, particularly in our cities and large towns. 

4. Resolved, That the duty of furnishing the 
scriptures to the young should be deeply felt by 
parents, guardians and the conductors of schools. 

5. Resolved, That the numerous translations of 
the scriptures now made, and the many countries 
opened of late years to receive them, should call 
forth the gratitude and quicken the zeal of all who 
are engaged in the cause of the Bible. 

ABSTRACT FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT. 

It appears from this document, that within the 
past year, twenty life directors and three hundred 
and sixteen members had been added to the socie- 
ty, by the payment of the requisite sums for that 
purpose. ‘Twenty-three new auxiliaries have been 
organized. The receipts of the year, from all 
sources amount to $97,355 09; being an increase of 
$2,227 80 over those of the previous year. The num- 
ber of Bibles and Testaments issued from the de- 
pository, in the course of the year, is 157,263; be- 
ing an increase of 22,324 over the issues of the 
previous year, These books are in various lan- 
guages, and have been widely dispersec among our 
‘new settlements, among emigrants, seamen, boat- 
men and others who were in need. The following 
is an outline of the operations of the society and its 
auxiliaries in each state: 

From the state of Maine has been received, in 
the course of the year, $1,140 in all, and books 
have been sent thither, in the same time, to the 
number of 1,554 copies. 

Fron New Hampshire has been received $2,882, 
and books sent 4.603 copies. 

Frown Vermont, received $2,133; books sent 877. 

From Massachusetts has been received $16,220; 
books sent, 12,664. 

From Rhode Island, received $1,283, and books 
sent 939. Aresupply of the state is contemplat- 
ed. 

From Connecticut, received $10,892—$2,000 of 
it a donation from the Connecticut Bible society for 
the Sandwich [slands—and books sent to the num- 
ber of 3,680. 

From the state of New York, received in all, 
$27.510, and books issued to the number of 61,090 
copies. Seven counties are engaged in a systema- 
tic resupply. In one county, 6,000 Testaments 
have been given to children. ; 

From New Jersey, $3,043 have been received, 








and books forwarded, 1,261 copies. 


The other families that were attacked, lived jn ° 
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From Pennsylvania, $3,880 have been received, | rusalem, Beyrout, &c. conferring with various mis- 


and books sent 11,336. The Pennsylvania Bible 
society has been united with the American on 
terms satisfactory to all concerned. A resupply 
of the entire state is contemplated. : 

From Delaware, $324 have been received, and 
books sent 344. This state, nearly supplied the 
previous year, is now wholly so. In one county, 
out of 2,162 families, 388 were found without a 
Bible. 

From Maryland, has been received $2,774, and 
books forwarded 4,767. The work olf supplying 
common schools with the Bible still goes on. 

From the District of Columbia, $848 have been 
received, and books sent 221 copies. 

From Virginia, $1,427 have been received, and 
3,650 books sent. Having no agent until recently, 
little has been accomplished, coinpared with for- 
mer years. Asan experienced agent, a clergyman 
of the Protestant Episcopal church, is now engag- 
ed, the cause will no doubt soon be revived. 

From North Carolina, have been received $898, 
and books sent 1,458 copies. 

From South Carolina, received $2,116, and books 
sent 2,673. 

From Georgia, received $2,129, and books sent 
3,359. Thestudents of Oglethrope university have 
supplied one county with the Bible, and in the east 
part of the state, an extensive resupply is com- 
inenced. 

From Florida, $100 received, and 815 Bibles and 
Testaments sent. 

From Ohio, $5,609 received, and 14,833 books 
procured for distribution. About seven counties 
are engaged in systematic supply. In Chilicothe, 
the Female Bible society have supplied the city 
thoroughly. 

From Indiana, $763 received, 447 books sent. 

From Illinois, $2,541 received, and books sent 
4,536 copies. 

From Missouri, $1,436 received, and books pro- 
cured 1,901. 

From Michigan, $89 received, and books sent 
755. . 

From Kentucky, $2,477 received, and books for 
warded 4,408 copies. The society of Louisville is 


engaged in supplying contiguous counties; also, | 


that of Lexington. 
From Tennessee, received $342, and sent books 
to the number 193. 
From Alabama, received $136, books sent 158. 
From Mississippi, received $450, books sent 
33. 
From Wisconsin territory, $121 received, and 
books sent to the number of 2,236. 
Arkansas has procured 200 books. 
none. 


Louisiana 


FOREIGN OPERATIONS. 

Texas. Two muvre auxiliaries have been formed 
in that country near the eastern part. The Texas 
Bible society held its firstannual meeting last win- 
ter, when the vice president of the republic pre- 
sided and several members of congress made ad- 
dresses. A collection of $3,755 was taken up. 

Cunada. For the aborigines in Canada, connect- 
ed with the Wesleyan tnission, the board have print- 
ed in New York one thousand copies of the book 
of Isaiah in the Mohawk tongue. The translation 
is represented to be well made by a Christian na- 
tive, who has been thirty vears a teacher. He has 
also translated the books of Genesis and Exodus, and 
presented them for publication. 

Brazil. By the Methodist Episcopal missionaries 
in Brazil, a good number of Portuguese Testaments 
have been put in circulation, particularly in the 
north part of the empire, where the rev. Mr. Kidder 
made a long tour. 

The Levant. The rev. Mr. Calhoun, the socie- 
ty’s agent at Smyrna, has been enabled to accom- 
plish much in the course of the year. Through him 
fifteen hundred German Bibles and five hundred Tes- 
taments have been sent into the south of Russia.— 
better than five hundred copies have been circulat- 
ed among seamen, pilgrims, &c. More than eight 
thousand copies of modern Greek Testaments have 
been procured and forwarded to the rev. Dr. King 
and Mr. Benjamin, at Athens, and to the reverend 
Messrs. Pasco and Love, Baptist missionaries at 
Patras; and other copies have been procured and 
distributed in Turkish, Arabic, Italian, Armenian, 
&e. 

The publication of the Armeno-Turkish Testa. 
ment, prepared by the rev. Mr. Goodell; of the book 
of Psalms in modern Armenian, by the rev. Mr. 
Dwight; and of the Hebrew Spanish, by the rev. 
Mr. Schauffler, are all in progress, and promise to 
be highly useful. In the island of Cyprus, a good 
number of the modern Greek scriptures have been 
circulated through the American missionaries resi- 
dentthere. Mr. Calhoun has, in the course of the 
year, made a tour into Egypt; thence by land to Je- 


sionary brethreu in relation to the distribution of 
the word of God. It is expected that he will return 
to the United States the coming summer, and spend 
a season in making collections and preparing the 
way for more extensive distributions in the regions 
which he has visited. ; 

Madras. The rev. Messrs. Winslow and Scud- 
der are still urgent in their appeals for means to 
prepare and circulate the Bible in India, In their 
last communication, they say: “had we means we 
would immediately put to press an edition of fifty 
thousand copies ot such select portions of the scrip- 
tures (en‘ire books like the gospels) as we deem 
best adapted to the necessities of the people.” Again 
they add, “the land in itslength and breadth is open 
before us for the distribution of the Bible.” They 
express their sober conviction, that could we fur- 
nish them with twenty thousand dollars a year, they 
could wisely use it all in circulating the word of 
life among the heathen. To meet demands like this 
the board have been able to remit, the past year, 
only $1,100. They intend however, to make a 
further remittance soon. 

Northern India. To aid distributions in North- 
ern India by the missionaries of the Presbyterian 
board of foreign missions, they have gained one 
thousand dollars. ; 

Batavia and Borneo. Within a few days a re- 
quest has been made by the missionaries of the 
Dutch church for two thousand dollars, to aid dis- 
tributions at the above places, in Dutch, Malay and 
Chinese. 

China. Owing to the disturbed relations between 
this country and foreigners, little has been effected 
of jate in circulating the scriptures. Among Chi- 
nese seamen and others, visiting Siam and other 
contiguous countries, some distributions are effect- 
ed. 

Africa. By the missionaries of the American 
board of commissioners of foreign missions at Cape 
Palmas, the gospel of Matthew has been published 
in the Grebo tongue, and an interesting letter wiit- 
ten to the board by the rev. J. L. Wilson. To the 
one thousand dollars granted for that gospel, a fur- 
ther sum is solicited to aid the publication of other 
portions of the scriptures during the coming year. 

Sandwich Islands. From this favored spot all is 
cheering in relation to this cause. The whole Bible 
is now well translated, and means have been re- 
quested for preparing a uniform octavo edition of 
ten thousand copies. In addition tothe many heads 
of families and adults, who have become personally 
interested in the subject of religion, and who can 
read, there are, the missionaries write, not less than 
twelve thousand children capable of receiving in- 
struction from the printed Bible, if they had it. ‘In 
the name,” they continue, “of thousands of bright 
and promising children and youth: in the name. of 
tens of thousands of adults who need and desire the 
Bible; in the name of my brethren, and above all, 
of our coinmon Master, whose we are, and whom 
we serve, let me beseech you to fill this land with 
Bibles.” 

The sum of twenty-five hundred dollars has been 
forwarded the last year to that station, and much 
more will be forwarded when furnished. 





TOBACCO CONVENTION. 
Washington; Friday, May 1,1840. The conven- 
tion of the tobacco planters of the United States as- 
sembled in the chamber of the board of aldermen, af 
the city hall, this day. 


Delegates were present from Maryland, Virginia 
and Kentucky. Delegates had also been appointed 
from North Carolina, Tennessee, Missouri and other 
states, but had not arrived. 


At 12 o’clock, the convention was called to order 
by Mr. Jenifer, of Maryland, who said that he had to 
announce, with great regret, that he had receiveda 
letter from governor Barbour, the president of the 
convention of tobacco planters held three years 
since, and who still, had he been present, would 
have been the presiding officer, stating that he 
would be unable to attend, in consequence of du- 
ties detaining him at home, and expressing the 
regret which he felt at the circumstance. 


Mr. J. suggested, therefore, that the convention 
should now appoint a president, with a view to or- 
ganize and proceed to business. And he nominated 
for that office governor SpricaG, of Maryland; who 
was unanimously appointed. : 

The president having taken the chair— 

“Mr. Jenifer suggested that the convention now 
proceed to appoint a vice president and secretary. 
And he would nominate for the former office a gen- 
tleman who, although a stranger among thein, came 
there highly recommended by his character and po- 
sition—Mr. Bens. Jones, of Petersburg. Which 





nonination was unanimously agreed to. 








: 


~ 


On motion of Mr. W. T. Wooton, of Maryland, 
Mr. J. 8. Skinner, of that state, was appointed 
secretary. 

And, on motion of Mr. Thomas T. Somerville, of 
Maryland, Mr. Joun Mercer, of that state, was 
appointed assistant secretary. 

he convention having been thus organized— 

The president said he presumed it would proba- 
bly be within the contemplation of the convention 
to appoint a committee at this time, for the purpose 
of taking the subject upon which the convention 
had met, generally into consideration; and who 
would be authorised to report at any hour to which 
the convention might adjourn to-morrow. 

The convention was addressed by Messrs. Jeni- 
fer, of Maryland, Triplett, of Kentacky and Keech, 
of Prince George’s county, Maryland; and, also by 
Mr. Dodge, the agent appointed by the government 
to visit Europe for the purpose of procaring infor- 
mation on the subject of the tobacco trade, and who 
laid before the convention some interesting statis- 
tical statements, the results of his investigation. 

After which, Mr. R. W. Bowie offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee of be appoint- 
ed by the president to consider and recommend such 
measures as may be deemed most expedient to be 


adopted, to accomplish the objects contemplated by 
this convention. 


Mr. Triplett suggested, as an atnendment to the 
resolution, the addition, at the end thereof, of the 
words ‘‘and that the committee be requested to make 
report at 11 o’clock, A. M. to-morrow.”’ 

Mr. Bowie accepted the modification; and the re- 
solution, as modified, was adopted. 

And the blank was ordered to be filled with the 
nutnber fen. 

The president announced the following gentle- 
men members of the committee: R. W. Bowie, 
chairman, Thomas T. Somerville, John Barnes, 
Benjamin Jones, Thomas F. Bowie, William J. 
Blackstone, John Mercer, Baruch Mullikin, Ed- 
ward Hamilton, Alexander Keech. 

Mr. Jenifer, after urging a punctual attendance 
to-morrow morning, suggested that any friends 
who were in the tobacco interest, and were in the 
city, be invited to attend, and that such members 
of congress as thought proper should attend also, 
as members of the convention; which suggestions 
having been assented to— 

On motion of Mr. J. the convention adjourned 
until 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Salurday, May 2, 1840. Pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, the convention re-assembled this day at 1L 
o’clock. 

Mr. Jenifer offered a resolution, which was una- 
nimously adopted, returning thanks to the mayor and 
common council for tendering to the convention du- 
ring its sittings the use of the chamber of the board 
of aldermen. 

Mr. R. W. Bowie made the following report: 

The committee appointed by the convention of 
tobacco planters now assembled in this city, with 
instructions to prepare and report to this conven- 
tion such measures as inay be deemed expedient to 
accomplish the objects contemplated by the conven. 
tion, beg leave respectfully to submit the following 
report: 

The statistical statement, respecting the enor- 
mous duties and exactions imposed on American 
tobacco, which was laid before the convention yes- 
terday morning, and which is herewith again pre- 
sented asa partol this report, showing ‘that Europe 
levies arevenue of about thirty millions of dollars 
on about 100,000 hogsheads of American tobacco, 


which cogtin the United States about seven mil- 
lions.’ 


These duties and exactions appear to be so enor- 
mous that your committee have thought it necessary 
tu exainine them with the greatest attention and have 
come to the conclusion that, enormous as they are, 


the following facts show that there is no exaggera- 
tion. 


Russia. Onexamining the statement above men- 
tioned, it will be seen that during three years, that 
is, from the Ist of October, 1885, to 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1888, the average direct exportations from 
the United States to that country amounted to 181 
hogsheads, but the actual consumption in Russia 
may be considered as much greater, and may be 
scarcely estimated at 358 hogsheads annually,the dif- 
ference over the direct importatiuns arising from the 
entreports of England, Holland, the Hanse Towns, 
&c. The revenue derived from American tobacco 
may be safely estimated at about $64,000. 

HoLianp.—The average direct exportations of 
our tobacco to that country during the three years 
aforementioned amounted to 19,815 hogsheads, but 
large importations are annually made from England. 
In 1837 there were exported from that county to 
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Holland about 1,500 bogsheads of American tobac- 
co, so that the total importations may be estimated 
at 21,315 hogsheads of our tobacco, the greatest 
proportion of which was afterwatds re-exported to 
Germany and other countries of Europe. 

The consumption of Holland may be estimated 
at about 3,300 hogsheads of American tobacco: the 
duty is very trifling but we have a right to com- 
omen +p of the unjust difference made between 
Maryland and the other tobaccoes of our country, 
for whilst Virginia, &c. are admitted at 124 cents, 
Maryland tobacco is charged with a duty of 143 per 
100 lbs. American, and stems are assimilated to 
Maryland; and secondly, that none of our tobacgoes 
are admitted at the same favorable rate of duty as 
the tobacco of some other countries. Forexample: 
East India is admitted at 5 1-5 cents, Brazil at 8 4-5 
cents, and that coming from the Ukraine and other 
countries of Europe at 11§ cents per 100 lbs. Ame- 
rican. The revenues derived from American to- 
bacco in Holland may be estimated at about $5,600. 

Betcium.—The average direct exportations of 
our tobacco to that country during the said three 
years was 2,457 hogsheads; the importations from 
England in 1837 were about 3,500 hogsheads of 
American tobacco; so that the total importations 
into Belgium may be estimated at about 6,000 hogs- 
heads of our tobacco. 

It is extremely difficult to form any correct esti- 
mate of the real consumption of American tobacco 
in Belgium, the smuggling carried on fiom that 
country into France being very great; besides, se- 
veral hundred hogsheads are re-exported to Germa- 
ny; but the consumption, your committee believe, 
may be estimated, in round numbers, at 4,000 hogs- 
heads. The duty on American tobacco, is on Vir- 
yinia, &c. 23 1-3 cents, on Maryland 26 2-3 cents, 
and on stems 26 2-3 cents per 100 Ibs. American. 
‘These duties are far troin being heavy; but still we 
find, in this case, the same unjust difference estab- 
lished between the Maryland and the other tobac- 
cues of our country. We likewise have cause to 
complain that the tobaccoes of some other countries 
are adinilted at a less rate of duty than the Ameri- 
can, for, on examining the Belgian tariff, it will be 
found that the East India tobacco is admitted at 10 
cents, and Brazil at 164 cents per 100 lbs. Ameri- 
can. The revenue derived from the above quantity 
of American tobacco may be estimated at about 
$11,500. 

Great Brirain.—The average direct exporta- 
tion of our tobaccoto that country for the said three 
years has been 28,773 hogsheads. The annual ave- 
rage consumption may be estimated at 18,000 hogs- 
heads American tobacco, which, by the calculations 
in the statement before referred to, render a gross 
revenue of $17,275,700. The duty of 3 shillings 
sterling per ib. equal to 72 3-4 cents, is enormous, 
and, if put on for the sake of revenue, there is no 
doubt that it defeats its own object; for it cannot be 
doubted that, if this duty should be greatly dimi- 
nished, Great Britain would be a gainer in the nett 
revenue collected from it, inasmuch as it would ne- 
cessarily lead to a proportionately increased con- 
sumption. 

Great Britain should take into consideration that 
there is no duty levied in the United States on any 
of her produce or manufactures which can in any 
manner be compared with the enormous duty of 
72} cents per lb. or over 800 per cent, on our fo- 
baceoes; [and that this duty weighing particularly 
heavy on those sections of our country which have 
been the mest favorably disposed to a low rate of 
duties in the United States, and it certainly be- 
comes an important question for Great Britain to 
take into serious consideration whether she can ex- 
pect that those sections of our country will conti- 
nue to be favorably disposed to low rates of duties 
on British produce and manufactures should the 
government of that country continue to levy such 
an enormous duty on one of the principal staples of 
American industry]. 

Franck.—The same observations may be appli- 
ed to France as to Great Britain. In France, the 
monopoly of the regie weighs still heavier on our 
tobacco interests; for, whilst in England there are 
18,000 hogstieads consumed, in France, having a 
greater population, not much more than one-half 
of that quantity is consumed. aie 

By the statement already referred to, it will be 
observed that the profits resulting from the mono- 
poly paid into the French treasury by the regie, in 
1837, amounted to over eleven millions of dollars. 
These were the nett profits, and if the expenses of 
regie, which are very great,should be added to that 
amount, there is no doubt that the gross revenue 
would be fifteen millions of dollars; and, as a con- 
siderable proportion of American tobaceu is employ- 
ed principally to mix with the native tobacco, In 


order to render the quality of the manufactured | and trade of that important, and, hitherto, too much 
article more valuable, it may therefore safely be | neglected branch of American industry. 





estimated that the revenue derived by France, | 
either directly or indirectly, from American to- | 
bacco alone, amounts to five and a half millions 
of dollars, being probably more than double the 
amount of revenue obtained by the United States 
from all the importations into this country from 

France. 

Spain.—In that country, a monopoly of the regie 
exists. The average exports from the United States 
as will be seen by the statement already referred to, 
were 1,729 hogsheads. There were also exported 
from England in 1837 about 1,150 hogsheads of 
Awerican tobacco. Large quantities, it is presum- 
ed, are also smuggled from Gibraltar; so that the 
total annual consumption of American tobacco nay 
be estimated at about 5,700 hogsheads. From in- 
formation before the committee, it is believed that 
the gross revenue derived froin the regie may be 
safely estimated at eight millions of dollars; and, as 
the American tobacco employed isin the proportion 
of about five-eights of the whole, the gross revenue 
derived therefrom may be estimated at about five 
millions of doliars from American tobacco. 

PottucaL.—In that country a monopoly by the 
farm (that is, the right to deal in the article undera 
license sold by the government) exists. The direct 
average exportations were only 77 hogsheads, but the 
average exportations of our tobacco from England 
to Portugal may be estimated at about 80 hogsheads. 
The legal importations into that country may there- 
fore be estimated at about 363 hogsheads annually. 

The nett revenue derived from tobacco through 
the farm was, a few years ago, as follows: 

Amvunt of the lease to the farm or per- 
auns or coinpany obtaining the license 
for the monopoly, per year 

Amount of the import duty 

But to the aforegoing there should also 
be added the amount which the farm 
has also to pay to the government for 
pensions to the former officers of the 
old tobacco administration 


$1,400,000 
195,416 


24,677 





$1,620,093 

And, as the quantity of American tobacco legally 
consuined was about one-third of the whole manu- 
factured, the nett revenues from American tobacco 
may be estimated at about $540,000. Although 
tobacco can only be admitted on account of the 
farin, yet it is subject toa duty of $8 36 on Ameri- 
can and $6 27 per 100 }bs. on Brazil. 

Iraty.—Throughout Italy monopoliesof tobacco 
exist, either being a regie of the state, or itis farmed 
out by the government. 

In SARDINIA, it is a regie, and the profits from 
the monopoly must be very great. 

In the RomMAN sTATEs itis alsoaregie. The 
consumption of American tobacco may be estimat- 
ed at about 300 hogsheads. The profits are un- 
questionably great. 

In ‘Tuscany it isfarmed out. The consumption 
of American tobacco may be estimated at about 425 
hogsheads, and the profits from the monopoly from 
that quantity at about $140,000. 

In Parma, the American tobacco is employed in 
making the first class of snuff, and the consumption 
may be estitnated at about 130 hogsheads. In 1834, 
the government obtained a gross revenue of about 
$106,460 from all qualities of tobacco. 

In Napres, itis farmed out. The quantity of 
American tobacco may be estimated at about 400 
hogsheads, and the revenue derived through the 
farm at about $400,000. 

In the AUSTRIAN DOMINIONS, With the exception 
of Hungary, it is a regie. The consumption of 
American tobacco may be estimated at about 4,000 
hogsheads, which is partly imported into Trieste 
direct from the United States, but the greatest pro- 
portion is obtained from the entrepots of Holland 
and the Hanse Towns. The profits derived through 
the regie must be very great. 

In the rest of Germany, wherea large proportion 
of our tobacco is consumed, the revenue derived 
from it may be estimated at about $1,200,000.— 
The committee cannot conclude this report without 
calling the attention of the convention to the im- 
portant fact that the average value of the tobacco 
exported to varions countries of Evrope was, from 
Ist of October, 1835, to 30th September, 1838, 
$7,267,794, and that, during the same period, the 
average value of our domestic produce exported 
annually to the same countries was $79,201,860.— 
Hence it appears that the article of tobacco, the 
chief staple of those represented by this convention, 
constitutes in value about one-tenth of the whole 
export of our domestic produce to Europe; and it 
may be presumed that an equal proportion of the 
population of the country has a direct interest in, 
if not an absolute dependence upon, the cultivation 
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In view of the facts and considerations here pre. 
sented, the committee respectfully recommend the 
adoption of the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That this convention views with deep 
regret and sense of injury, the continued heav 
burdens imposed upon tobacco imported from the 
United States into foreign countries whose products 
and manufactures are admitted into this country 
entirely free of, or at a nomina! duty. That this 
inequality is at war with that spirit of reciprocity 
by which friendly commercial nations should be 
governed, and that a longer submission to it by the 
governinent of the United States would be unjust 
to the tobaeco planters, destructive of their inte- 
rests, and evince a gross want of attention to their 
just remonstances, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appoint- 
ed by the president of this convention to draught a 
memorial to the congress of the United States, 
urging the adoption of such measures as may be 
best calculated to effect a modification or repeal ot 
the high duties and restrictions in foreign coun- 
tries upon tobacco imported from the United 
States; and that the senators and representatives in 
congress from the tobacco growing states be, and 
they are hereby requested to use their efforts to 
accomplish these objects. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed 
by the president of this convention to draft an ad- 
dress to the tobacco planters of the United States 
setting forth their grievances, and urging them to 
lose no time in memoralizing congress to relieve 
them, so far as that may be done by national legis- 
lation, from oppressions already too long endured; 
and which, when they are fully understood, cannot 
be quietly submitted to. 

Resolved, That this convention recognise with 
gratefui satisfaction the measures which have al- 
reacy been employed, with auspicious effect to 
procure the adoption by foreign governments, of 
measures of just reciprocity in regard to the inte- 
rests represented by this convention, and that they 
entertain and hereby respectfully express the hope 
that the government of the United Stafé@s will per- 
severe inits exertions to accomplish the reduction 
or appeal of the heavy duties and restrictions of 
which we complain. 

Resolved, That a copy of the proceeding of this 
convention be communicated to the president of the 
United States, and to each of the senators and re- 
presentatives in congress from the tobacco growing 
states. 

The report and resolutions having been read, a 
debate followed, in which Messrs. Dromgoole, Je- 
nifer, R. W. Bowie, Triplett, Thomas F. Bowie, 
Hamilton, Keech and Duckitt, participated. 

After which, that portion of the report which is 
within brackets was stricken out. 

The resolutions were taken up seriatim and 
adopted; and the questiun being then taken on the 
whole, the report, as amended, and the resolutions, 
Were unanimously adopted. 

The president thereupon appointed Messrs. Je- 
nifer, Triplett and Benj. Jones, of Virginia, a com- 
mittee tocarry out the purposes of the 2d resolu- 
tion. 

And Messrs. Triplett, R. W. Bowie, Daniel Je- 
nifer, George C. Dromgoole, and John Mercer, a 
committee to carry out the purposes of the 3d reso- 
lution. 

On motion of Mr. Thos. F. Bowie, it was unani- 
mously 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this convention, 
the time has arrived when a journal devoted to the 
great tobacco interest should be selected and patro- 


nised by this conventionand all others engaged in- 


its cultivation; and that the American Farmer (edit- 
ed by J. S. Skinner, esq.) be selected as a suitable 
organ for the diffusion of information on this im- 
portant branch of American industry. 

After some collateral proceedings, Mr. Triplett 
offered the following resolution, which was unani- 
mously adopted: 

Resolved, That the president of this convention 
have power, and he is requested, to call a tobacco 
convention when, in his opinion, the interest of the 
tobacco planters may require it. 

Mr. R. W. Bowie offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was unanimously adopted: _ 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the tobacco 
planters, and all others connected with the tobacco 
business in the United States, to hold meetings in 
their respective districts to respond to the proceed- 
ings of this convention. 

And the business before the convention having 
been now disposed of,on motion of Mr. R. W. 
Bowie, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be 
tendered to the president and vice president of this 
convention for their able and dignified discharge of 
the duties of the chair. 
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And then, on motion of Mr. Thomas F. Bowle, 

the convention adjourned, 
HENRY GODFREY WHEELER. 
Reporter to the convention. 
REMARKS OF MR. JENIFER, OF MAYLAND, UPON 
THE BUSINFSS BEFORE THE CONVENTION. 

Mr. Jenifer said that the convention being now 
organized, he had a very few remarks to submit.— 
The objects for which they had assembled, were 
known to all; and although it was a matter of regret 
that the convention was not more numerously at- 
tended—many delegates having, perhaps, been de- 
tained at home by unavoidable duties—still it was 
a source of satisfaction to see gentlemen from dif- 
ferent sections of Virginia, Maryland and Kentucky 
in attendance here, and thus manifesting the deep 
interest which was taken in the canse by which 
they had been brought together. 

I am well aware (continued Mr. J.) that, upon 
occasions of this kind, every gentleman looks to 
another to do that which he should do himself; that 
however deep may be the interest which he feels, 
and however willing he may be to do all that is in 
his power to accomplish the object in contemplation, 
still he is disposed to luok to others rather than to 
himself. This is at all times to be regretted. I have 
risen, however, with a view of putting the conven. 
tion in possession of some facts which will aid the 
committee hereafter to be appointed in pursuing 
their investigations. 


In the first place, I will state the course of the 
select committee appointed by the house of repre- 
sentatives on the subject of the tobacco trade, and 
of which the speaker was pleased to constitute me 
the chairman. A large correspondence has been 
held abroad by our agents and ministers with the 
various governments of Europe. A voluminous 
document of the correspondence has been sent to 
the president of the United States from almost all 
parts of Europe, and great interest has been ex- 
cited in the matter both at home and abroad; and 
there is abundant evidence, as will be shown here- 
after, that our efforts have not proved entirely un- 
availing. It is to be regreted that, anxious as the 
select committee has been to present to this con- 
vention astatement of all the correspondence which 
has taken place having a bearing on the subject, 
and the facts, time has not yet been allowed to en- 
able the printer to complete the document—docu. 
ments, let me say, which will open the eyes of the 
American nation, and, at the same time, will ex- 
ercise a powerful influence abroad. They will be 
published hereafter. Finding it impossible to pre- 
sent the papers in full, a document has been pre- 
pared by the committee which will give some va- 
luable information in reference to our trade abroad. 
I hold in my hand a document which has been 
printed only this morning, by which it will be seen 
that our exports abroad and our imports at home 
bear a contrast, as regards duties, of a startling 
character. ‘Take our agricultural interests—I do 
not mean tobacco alone, but the agricultural pro- 
ducts of our country—and you will find that they 
have been greatly neglected abroad. Duties have 
been imposed on the staples of our country by the 
governments of countries whose articles we are re- 
ceiving free of duty, or, at all events, at a merely 
nominal duty. It becomes, then, our duty to speak 
the language of truth, and whatever proceedings 
may be adopted by this convention will have a 
proper effect at home as well as abroad. 


When I speak thns, I do so upon data. Until 
the year 1837, when a convention met here, no in- 
terest had been taken inthe United States or abroad 
as to our agricultural products generally, and cer- 
tainly not as to the particular staple of tobacco; and 
when that convention inet, nearly every man was 
ignorant of what belonged to ourselves. Subse- 
quently we have been put in possession of infor- 
mation and facts. All those who have seen the 
correspondence which has taken place from the 
year 1837 to the present time will concur in opinion 
that itis from you that action in this matter is 
to emanate; and your opinions will be respected 
both at home and abroad. Why is it that we see 
here gentlemen from different parts of the union? 
Why is it that we see gentlemen taken, at the re- 
quest of their constituents, from their duties in the 
house of representatives? It is because a deep in- 
terest has been excited on this subject so far as re- 
gards the tobacco planters. The eyes of the people 
are being opened, and we are here now to speak in 
a language which cannot be misunderstood, I re- 
fer to the fact that this staple of tobacco (which, 
next to the cotton interest, is the largest article of 
export from the United States—amounting annual. 
ly to the sum of ten to twelve millions of dollars) 
has never received any countenance abroad; whilst, 
I say, this staple which is next in export to cotton, 


produces the greatest revenue to governments 
in Enrope, we are receiving articles from these 
very governments—articles of luxury, as our to- 
bacco is—free of duty. 

It is not necessary, Mr. President, to go minute- 
ly through a list of the ports abroad that receive our 
tobacco, to show how great is the injustice which 
isdone tous. Itis only necessary to look generally 
abroad to see that prohibitory duties are. imposed 
which amount almost to an exclusion of the article, 
and to satisfy ourselves that it behooves this con- 
vention to look watchfully to the course to be pur- 
sued. And here let ine say that we cannot speak 
in language too strong. Whatever may be the fear 
of foreign wars and retaliations, I must say that, if we 
are to suffer ourselves to be alarmed by such ap- 
prehensions, our case is hopeless—our interests will 
be sacrificed, and no manner of regard will be paid 
to them abroad. 

What is our condition? With one or two excep- 
tions, the subject of the tobacco trade has not been 
‘brought to the consideration of foreign governments. 
An idea has prevailed, and partly prevails now, that 
it is an article from which they derive so great a 
revenue that they will not touch it. This was the 
idea that was held in 1837, because the experiment 
had not been made, Since that period, however— 
since congress has appointed agents to go abroad, 
and has given instructions to our ministers, the eyes 
of foreign governments have begun to be opened— 
and though, in the first instance, they met arepulse 
almost every where, still, by perseverance, a very 
different language has been held. Something has 
been accomplished. Asan evidence of this, we know 
that in Germany, by the active agency of our minis- 
ters,a reduction has already taken place on the article 
of rice, and that a prospective modification has been 
promised in relation to tobacco. Look to France, 
and you will find, by a correspondence which will 
be published in a few days, that from the year 1829 
to this time the French government have held out 
the idea of a modification. But it has not: been 
pressed by congress and the government in such a 
manner as to show that it was their determination 
to effect a modification, or that retaliation would 
follow. And our minister, (general Cass), although 
he had fears and apprehensions before, although 


stance, the fulfilment of the indemnity treaty—still 
he speaks a language which, if followed out, will 
open the ports of France and compe! them to re. 
ceive our tobacco. 

How stands the case with England? A docu- 
ment was put forth by Mr. Stevenson last year, 
which was not only an able argument, but which 
has opened the eyes of the British minister; and lord 
Palmerston was compelled to acknowledge that the 
duty was anonerous one. Why, then, should it not 
be reduced? Itis for us to take the incipient steps. 

Look at Germany and all the different republics 
there; at first we met with a repulse, but now they 
have begun to moderate their views. Go to Bel- 
gium. Within a short time the matter has been 
brought to the consideration of both governments, 
and a treaty is in being which will go to modify the 
duty. 

Sardinia something has been accomplished, 
because the government has permitted an egress 
of our tobacco, which was not before allowed.— 
Even their quarantine laws have, in some respect, 
been modified. So that, looking through every 
part of Europe where the restrictions are great or 
the duties heavy, we have it in our power to affect 
their interests. 

I well know what are the opinions entertained by 
our southern friends in relation to a tariff. I know 
the icea they entertain is, that protection is against 
the constitution, and should not be admitted. Sir, 
we do not ask it. We ask, only, that our interests 
may be looked to; and that, in a schedule of duties 
to be made out in relation fo our own revenue, those 
articles may be selected, coming from abroad, that 
are adinilied at low, or at merely nominal rates of 
duties. We ask no protection; the question is one 
of revenue, which the government of the United 
States has a right to look to, and to which, if it 
does not anxiously look, it is recreant to the inte- 
rests of its people. 

Sir, will it be believed that Great Britain alone 
raises from us, in the amount of duties levied on 
tobacco, more than the sum required to sustain the 
whole civil list of the United States? Nay, more, 
the duty upon tobacco, collected in England alone, 
from the United States, amounts annually to more 
than the whole nett revenue of the United States. 
This document (holding up the pamphlet headed 
‘‘Tobacco Statistics’) will prove the fact. 

As to France, she purchases only a few thousand 
hogsheads of our tobacco, while we take from her 





silks, entirely free of duty. 


other objects were to be accomplished—as, for in- 
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at the mercy of these foreign governments? They . 
say these duties are indispeusable to their revenne: 
and whilst these two countries, England aad France, 
are deriving this revenue from us, articles coming 
from them, and used as luxuries by ourselves, are 
free of duiy—at least two-thirds of them are free of 
duty, and the rest are received at rates merely no- 
minal. Our exports to France do not amount to 
half our imports from France; and upon those ex- 
ports every single article pays a duty, whilst of the 
imports from France, being more than double the 
amount of exports hence, two-thirds are received 
duty free. 

In regard to England, of the articles that we re- 
ceive, many of them are articles of luxury, upon 
which we pay a mere nominal duty; and, if we 
choose, we may put it on a footing of retaliation, 
Is it not proper, in raising our revenue, as we must 
do hereafter, that we should raise it upon articles 
of luxury coming from countries which impose 
burdensome duties upon our own staples, and that 
we should follow it up with this proposition: if you 
reduce thé duties imposed upon our staples, we will 
go alony with you pari passu in reducing the duties 
imposed on your luxuries?) That is the principle 
of reciprocity, and that is the only principle which 
ought to govern us. Our friends, therefore, who 
are sensitive on the subject of protection, of a ta- 
riff, of retaliation, need be under ne apprehension. 
Let it go for revenue, and I care not whether it 
goes for revenue or retaliation, so that our object 
be accomplished. 

Mr. President, I am aware that there are gentle- 
men present who can give us information that will 
not only be beneficial, but will enable the commit- 
tee which may be appointed to make such a report 
as cannot fail to be valuable and effective. And I 
will here take the liberty to suggest that the com- 
mittee will take up these facts and speak out in a 
language which cannot be misunderstood, and which 
will show that, in the proceedings now to be had, 
this convention is in earnest. 

There are documents in my possession to which, 
although not yet printed, the committee shall have 
access. And whatever recommendations the com- 
mittee may make, let the convention adopt them in 
a spirit of determination to carry them out; and, al- 
though the convention cannot act in the same em- 
phatic manner as the people in their aggregate 
capacity as planters, as men whose interests have 
been sacrificed for years, still we can speak in tones 
which will be heard, and which will have an effect 
not only at home, but upon our interests abroad. 

I will now, with great pleasure, second the sug- 
gestion of the chair, that a committee be appointed. 
In the mean time, i hope that yentlemen will ex- 
press their views freely, so that the committee, 
when proceeding to the discharge of their duty, 
may have the benefit of opinions from gentlemen 
of different sections of the country. 

Mr. J. concluded by reference to a few statisti- 
cal facts, as set forth in the documents before al- 
luded to. 





TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION, 
SENATE, 

May 21. Mr. Slurgeon presented a memorial from 
citizens of Philadelphia county, asking that the ta- 
riffmay be based on the principles of 1824. 

Mr. Wright presented a memorial from Messrs. 
Ally, Stanton & Co. merchants of the city of New 
| York, importers of woolen goods, asking a remission 

of duty on goods destroyed by fire. 

Mr. Clayton, from the committee on the judicia- 
ry, reported the act to extend for a longer period 
the several acts now in force for the relief of insol- 
vent debtors of the United States, as amended by 
the house, and with an amendment to that amend- 
ment; both of which ainendments were ordered to 
be engrossed. 

Mr. Williams, agreeably to notice, introduced a 
bill to regulate enlistments into the army and navy 
of the United States. ° 

Also gave notice of his intention to introduce a 
bill to regulate the pay of the navy. 

The bill to provide for the discontinuance of the 
office of surveyor general in the several districts, so 
soon asthe surveys therein can be completed, for 
abolishing land offices under certain circumstances, 
and for other purposes, having been returned from 
the house of representatives, with an amendment— 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, said he hoped the senate 
would not concur with the house of representatives 
in the amendment made to the bill. The house had 
amended the bill by striking out the provision au- 
thorising the secretary of the treasury to consoli- 
date different iand districts, and abolish land offices 
'in those districts, whenever the public expediency 
\and economy shall require it, being governed by 











sixty five or seventy miilions of francs in wines and | the public convenience in the place at which. the 
Why are we thus left | lands should be sold. 



















































































204 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MAY 380, 1840—CONGRESS. 








After some further remarks from Mr. 8, in oppo- 
sition to the amendment of the house, the bill and 
amendment were, on motion of Mr. Walker, refer- 
red to the committee on the public lands. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the navy be request- 
ed to appoint a board of officers, naval and marine, to 
witness an exhibition of Mighill Nutting’s patent cy- 
linder fire-arms, and report the result, in detail, tur the 


information of congress, together with their opinion of 


the advantages to be derived from the adoption of the 
same into the naval service. 

The senate again took up the unfavorable report 
of the committee of claims in the case of the Messrs. 
Crooks, owners of the British schooner Lord Nel- 
son. 

The claim of 80,000 or $100,000, which was re- 
jected by this report, was discussed at great length, 
and was opposed by Messrs. Wright, Walker, Hub- 
bard and Calhoun, and advocated by Messrs. Clay, 
Knight and Webster. The whole subject. on mo- 
tion of Mr. Hubbard, was indefinitely postponed by 
yeas 25, nays 14. ; 

The bill on the subject of bankruptcy, the hour 
being late, was, at the desire of Mr. Tallmadge, and 
after a brief conyersation, laid over, by consent, till 
to-morrow. 

And the senate adjourned. 


May 22. Mr. Clayton presented a memorial from 
citizens of Georgetown, District of Columbia, ask- 
ing a recharter of the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ 
bank for a liberal period, and that specie payinents 
may not be enforced until a resumption shail have 
taken place in Maryland and Virginia. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to amend an act 
entitled “an act to regulate the pay of the navy of 
the United States.” 


Mr. Strange introduced a bill to make certain ap- 
propriations for the patent office. 

The bill concerning a seminary of learning in the 
territory of lowa was read a third time and passed. 

The senate then took up the bill to provide for 
ontstanding claims to bounty lands for military ser- 
vices in the late war with Great Britain; and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Walker, it was referred to the committee 
on military affairs. 


The resolution offered by Mr. Williams, autho- 
rising the secretary of the navy to make trial of 
Mighill Nutting’s patent cylinder fire-arms, coming 
up in its order, it was advocated by Mr. Williams, 
chiefly on the ground that such a resolution was 
lately passed in regard to Colt’s fire-arms, and by 
Mr. Tappan on account of the importance of such 
trials. It was opposed by Messrs. Culhoun, Davis 
and King, chiefly cn the ground that there was al- 
ready ample power inthe department to make such 
trials, and it was best on every account to leave it 
with them. 


On motion of Mr. Witliams, the resolution was 
amended so a3 to include the testing of all such 
other inventions in fire-arms as the secretary night 
deem it proper and expedient to test; and the reso- 
lution so amended was agreed to. 

The senate took up the bill giving the assent of 
congress to the acts of Virginia incorporating the 
Falmouth and Alexandria rail road company, and 
for other purposes. 


Mr. Roane advocated the bill at length. Mr. Tap- 
panand Mr. Hubbard opposed the bill chiefly on 
the ground that the appropriation of money in the 
bill was wrong and unconstitutional; congress, they 
alledged, having no more right to appropriate mo- 
ney for such purposes here than in any other part 
of the country. 


Mr. King argued with much emphasis that this 
government, as a large and permanent property 
holder in this District, was imperatively bonnd to 
do its part in the construction of roads, streets and 
other public conveniences. But the appropriation 
in this bill could not be objected to even on this 
ground. It was, inexpress words, a compensation, 
and, as Mr. K. insisted, a small compensation for 
carrying the U. States mail on the road, an object 
which had recently, both here and elsewhere, caus. 
ed the government immense difficulty and embar- 
rassment. On this ground, Mr. K. insisted, any 
constitutional objection was utterly impossible. 


Mr. Walker advocated the bill at length, chiefly 
on the same grounds with Mr. King, and enterec 
into particulars to show that ihe proposed compen. 
sation was small, and the object very important. 


Mr. Merrick argued on the same grounds, dwel- 
ling particularly on points which showed the great 
importance of the measure. 

The hour of one having arrived, the action on the 
bill was suspended. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States. The question being 
on Mr. Wali’s substitute for the bill— 





Mr. Tallmadge spoke at large in favor of the bill, 
and in opposition to the substitute. He entered in- 
to the inquiry why, when all other civilized nations 
had legislated on the subject, this government, 
which was vested with express and exclusive pow- 
er, had neglected it for forty years, and ascribed the 
neglect chiefly to the free nature of our institutions, 
on account of which some important points of legis- 
lation are neglected till they are forced on congress 
by the voice or movements of the people. He gave 
ahistory of the origin and progress of relief: for 
debtors, especially in New York, where, from small 
beginnings, the abolishment of all imprisonment for 
debt in that state was recently carried by the unani- 
mous vote of both houses. He adverted to the pre- 
sent emphatic call, both from the condition and the 
voice of the country, fora purely voluntary bank- 
rupt law, and deprecated the mixture of it with 
any other matter whatever. He argued strongly 
against any compulsory or corporation provisions 
at all, and, above all, in this bill, but declared that 
if such provisions should be included, he would still 
vote for a measure which he deemed so important. 

To an inquiey of Mr. Preston, Mr. Strange repli- 
ed that M. Wall would probably wish to speak on 
Monday, and perhaps some other senators. 

On motion of Mr. Strange, the subject was laid 
over to Monday. 

The senate sen adjourned till Monday. 

May 25. The vice president communicated to the 
senate a message from the president of the United 
States in relation to the presents of the Imaun of 
Muscat, (consisting of horses, pearls and other ar- 
ticles of great value). The president says that in- 
asmuch as the commander of the Imaun’s vessel, 
with the view of carrying out the wishes of his so- 
vereign, now offers the presents to the government 
of the United States, he therefore lays that proposi- 
tion before congress for such disposition as it inay 
see fitto make. The president also suggests the 
adoption of some legislative provision, pointing out 
the course which they may deem it proper for the 
executive to pursue in any future instances where 
offers of a like kind may be made to the executive 
or legislative branches of the government or the 
agents abroad, under circumstances precluding a 
refusal, without the risk of giving offence. 

The following memorials and petitions were 
presented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Smith, of Connecticut, a petition in rela- 
tion to the passage of a general bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Norvell, from citizens of Saginaw county, 
Michigan, asking the erection of fortifications, and 
the establishment of a military post at that place. 

Mr. Pierce, from the committee of pensions, re- 
ported a bill making provision for the payment of 
pensions to the executors or administrators of de- 
ceased pensioners in certain cases. 

The senate took up the bill making appropriations 
for the patent office—part for the increase of its li- 
brary, and part for the distribution in this country 
of seeds brought froin foreign countries. 

On motion of Mr. Strange, from the committee 
on patents, $2,000 in the resolution for the distri. 
bution of foreign seeds, was reduced to $1,000. 

The bill was opposed by Messrs. Crittenden and 
Culhoun, and advocated by Messrs. Strange, Linn 
and Lumpkin. Mr. Calhoun moved to strike out 
the $1,000 for the distribution of foreign seeds; 
which motion was negatived, by yeas and nays; 
yeas 13, nays 20. 

The resolution, as amended, was then ordered to 
a third reading. 

The joint resolution for the distribution of 700 
copies of the‘Digest of Patents,”’ was taken up, on 
notion of Mr. Tappan; and, after being explained 
by him, was ordered to be engrossed. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States. The question being 
on Mr. Wull’s substitute for the bill— 

Mr. Hubbard argued at length against the origi- 
nal bill as unconstitutional, because it would ope- 
rate on all classes, while the constitution, he insist- 
ed, did not allow its operation on any others than 
those who live by buying and selling. And, should 
the tribunals decide, as, in his opinion, they ought 
to do, that the law was unconstitutional, instead of 
relieving the debter, it would involve him in far 
greater difficulties. He declared the passage of the 
bill would be the dissolution of all the obligations 
of debtors throughout the country, who might at 
once avail themselves of such a law to get rid of 
all their contracts. He contended, emphatically, 
against the advantages which the bill would thus 
give the deblor against the creditor. He insisted 
that if congress had power to pass this bill, they 
had equal power to pass a compulsory law, and 
might thus force any individuals or classes in the 
country to become bankrupt. He declared himself 
in favor of including banks and other state corpora. 





tions, as in the substitute, but opposed that provi- 
sion of the substitute which allowed the states to 
exempt their institutions from the operation of the 
substitute; and he argued at much length to show 
that a compulsory bankrupt law of this government 
ought to be brought to bear upon the banks. He 
called, emphatically, on senators to recollect the 
frauds under the bankrupt law of 1800, and to be- 
ware at this time of producing similar results. 

Mr. H. professed his readiness to vote for the 
substitute if the mover of it would consent to mo- 
dify it so that the states could not exempt their in- 
stitutions from its operation. 

Mr. Wall would acquiesce in the opinion of the 
senator as to such a modification, but he would be 
sorry to do any thing by which he would loose two 
friends in gaining one. He admitted the power of 
congress to compel the banks in defiance of the 
states; but he did not at this time think it expedient 
todo so. He denied his hostility to the banks, and 
insisted that the original bill, if passed, would soon 
destroy all the banks in the country, by releasing 
their debtors. He denounced it as the greatest lo- 
cofoco measure that had ever been proposed in a 
legislative assembly. 

Mr. Henderson, in reply to Mr. Hubbard, admit- 
ted that this power over bankruptcy was more lia- 
ble to abuse and assumption than almost any other, 
and it was especially for that very reason that he 
would now confine the exercise of that power to 
the sole object of relieving debtors, which, and 
wkich alone, the country now emphatically de- 
manded. 

Mr. H. also argued further to show that congress, 
like the British parliament, has the power to in- 
clude any and all classes of persons which they may 
think proper. 

On motion of Mr. Strange, the subject was laid 
over till to-morrow; and after anexecutive session, 

The senate adjourned. 

May 26. The vice president communicated to the 
senate areport from the secretary of the treasury, 
inade in compliance with a resolution of April 26, 
in relation to sites for fortifications on the coast of 
Mississippi. 

Mr. Merrick, from the committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill to amend the charter of 
the city of Alexandria. 

Mr. Linn, from the committee on private land 
claims, reported the bill from the house of repre- 
sentatives for the relief of certain settlers on the 
Salt Lick reservation in the western district of Ten- 
nessee, without amendment, and with a recommen- 
dation that it pass. 

The bill to authorise the legislature of the state 
of Louisiana to sell the lands heretofore appropriat- 
ed for the use of schools within that state was con- 
sidered in committee of the whole, and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

The bill to perfect the titles to lands south of the 
Arkansas river, held under New Madrid locations 
and pre-emption rights, under the act of 1814, was 
also considered, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to authorise the secretary of the treasury 
to refund the duties collected on the French ship 
Alexandre was taken up, and after being explained 
by Mr. Davis, was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill fur the benefit of the Howard institution 
of the city of Washington, after being advocated and 
explained by Mr. Merrick, and opposed by Mr. Tap- 
pan, was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

The bill authorising the states to tax any lands 
within their limits sold by the United States, com- 
ing up for consideration, it was explained by Mr. 
Norvell; and, after sone remarks from Messrs. Linn, 
Sevier, Henderson, While and Young, the hour of one 
having arrived, the action on the bill was suspended. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill to 
establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
ont the United States. The questicn being on Mr. 
Wall’s substitute for the bill, Mr Benton opposed 
the original bill at great length, totally as unconsti- 
tutional, wholly one-sided, and giving power to the 
debtor to rid himself of all his obligations at his own 
pleasure. He characterized the measure as a poli- 
tical game to get the votes of 500,000 debtors in the 
presidential election. He argued at length in favor 
of the substitute, especially of its compulsory and 
state corporation provisions. 

On motion of Mr. Tuppan, the senate adjourned. 

May 27. The following memorials and petitions 
were presented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Buchanen, from the presidents of various 
insurance companies of Philadelphia, as well as 
citizens of that place, asking an appropriation for 
the repair of wharves and piers at Port Penn. 

Also, from the Society of Friends, of New Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania and Delaware, praying the adop- 
tion of measures for the suppression of the African 
slave-trade. 
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By Mr. Wright, four memorials, all very nume- 
rously signed by citizens of the northern frontier 
of New York, praying an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a ship channel around the Falis of Ni- 
agara. 7 : 

By Mr. Young, from citizens of Illinois, asking 
a grant of land for the improvement of Rock river. 

Also, a petition for the release of Williaiun Lyon 
Mackenzie. 

By Mr. Norvell: a petition for the release of the 
above individual; both of which were ordered to lie 
on the table; the individual having already been 
released. Shih bo 

Mr. Wall, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported a bill to provide fur the adjustment of titles 
to land in the town of Detroit. 

The bills ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing were severally read a third time and passed, 
with the exception of that-for the relief of Duncan 
L. Clinch, which was recornn.itted. 

Mr. Pierce, by direction of the committee on 
pensions, moved that leave be granted to that com- 
mittee to sit during the sessions of the senate. The 
leave asked was accordingly granted by the senate. 

Mr. Henderson, on leave, introduced a joint reso- 
lution authorising the loan of public money now in 
bank at Natchez, to suffers by the late tornado, for 
five years, with adequate security, and to an amount 
not excediing $300,000. The resolution was read 
a second time, and referred. 

The senate again took up the bill making a grant 
of land, of the estimated value of $5,000, to the 
Howard institution of the city of Washington. 

After an animated debate on the power of con- 
gress to grant this land for the purposes set forth in 
the bill, in which Messrs. Merrick, Allen, Hubbard, 
Henderson, Smith, of Conn. Lumpkin and Critten- 
den, participated. The bill was passed by yeas 
and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, King, 
Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Merrick, Norvell, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Smith, of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
oe Walker, Wall, Webster, White, Young— 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Grundy, Hubbard, Morton, Nicho- 
las, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. 
Strange, Tappan, Whight—17. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States; the question being on Mr. 
Wall’s substitute for the bill— 

Mr. Strange said, as no one appeared now dispos- 
ed to speak, he would offer his proposed amend- 
ments to the substitute. 

Mr. Wall remarked that the bill and substitute 
peenones two different systems of bankruptcy, and 

e thought it best to decide first on one of them, as 
the groundwork of all future amendments. 

Mr. Norvell said he could not vote for either in 
its present forin, and he therefore hoped the senator 
from North Carolina would persist in now offering 
his anendments to the substitute. 


Mr. Strange now offered his first amendment, 
which was understood to extend the operation of 
the substitute to all classes of persons, expressly. 
Mr, S. said the popular meaning of the term bank- 
ruptcy extended, he believed, at the adoption of the 
constitution, to all classes; and the popular meaning 
was to be taken, rather than the technical. 

Mr. Wall argued against this doctrine, as leading 
to the worst and most inconsistent consequences. 

A long debate followed, in which Messr3. Wall 
Strange and Walker participated, relating almost 
wholly to technicalities and British precedents, and 
chiefly to the import of the technical phrases trader, 
engaged in trading, &c. Mr. Wall being still under- 
stood to hold that any person who had been engaged 
in buying or selling any thing, might be legally 
brought within the scope of these technicalities, 
though it might not be so with the popular mean- 
ing of these phrases. 


On motion of Mr. Lumphin, the senate adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Muy 21. The unfinished business of 
the morning hour was the bill from the senate en- 
titled *‘an act supplementary to an act granting pre- 
emption rights to settlers on the public lands,”’ on 
which the previous question had yesterday been 
demanded. 


The speaker tad decided that the previous ques- 
tion would apply to the commitment of the bill, and 
not to its engrossment, and from this decision Mr, 
Casey had appealed. 


Mr. Hopkins had moved to lay the appeal and the 
whole subject (which, of course, includes the bill), 
on the table, and this was the question immediately 
pending yesterday at the expiration of the morning 

our, 








And the question now being on that motion, | 


Mr. W. Cost Johnson said that, as there was obvi- 
ously no quorum present, he would move a call of 
the house. Which motion having prevailed, the 
clerk called the roll, and 122 members answered to 
their names; and the names of the absentees having 
been called, 156 members appeared to be present. 


-The doors of the hall were then closed, excuses 


were received, and 163 members appearing to be 
present, Mr. Weller moved a suspension of further 
proceedings on the call; which motion was agreed 
to; ayes 92, noes 40. : 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Hopkins to 4ay the whole subject on the table; on 
which motion the yeas and nays had heretofore been 
ordered, and, being now taken, were, yeas 53, nays 
122. So the motion to lay on the table was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the appeal taken 
by Mr. Cusey from the decision of the chair, that 
the + laa question applied to the commitment of 
the bill. 

The speaker stated that yesterday he had decided, 
according to his own construction of the rule, which 
he believed then, as he did now, to be the correct 
construction, that it required a commitment of the 
bill. He had since looked into the authorities, and 
he found that in 1834 a pre-emption bill was passed 
without being sent to the committee of the whole, 
and he would now conform his decision to that case. 
He would therefore withdraw his decision of yes- 
terday, and decide that the previous question ap- 
plied to the question of engrossment, and uot to the 
cominitinent, 

From this new decision of the chair Mr. Lincoln 
took an appeal, and was proceeding to express his 
reasons, when the speaker declared that the previ- 
ous question having been called, the appeal was 
not debateable. 

Mr. Jameson asked the yeas and nays on the ap- 
peal; which were ordered. 

Mr. Goode proposed to offer the following amend- 
ment as an addition section to the bill: ; 

Sec. . And be it further enacted, That all persons 
being the head of a family who have settled and 
made improvements on any part of the U. States 
alternate sections reserved from sale on the Wabash 
and Erie canal or the Miama canal, in the state of 
Ohio, prior to the last day of November, 1835, be 
permitted to enter not more than eighty acres of the 
land on which they have so as aforesaid settled and 
improved at the proper land office, by way of pre- 
emption, at $2 50 per acre. 

The speaker decided all propositions for amend- 
ment to be out of order. And the question, ‘shall 
the decision of the chair stand as the judgment of 
the house,”? was then taken and decided in the af- 
firmative: yeas 100, nays 91. 

The question then recurred on seconding the de- 
mand forthe previous question; but the morning 
hour haviug elapsed, the house, on motion of Mr. 
Briggs, passed to the orders of the day. 

The senate bill to extend for a longer period the 
several acts now in force for the relief of insolvent 
debtors to the United States having been sent from 
the senate with an amendment, it was taken up, 
and the amendment was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Atherton, the house resolved 
itself iato committee of the whole on the state of the 
union (Mr. Banks, of Virginia, in the chair) on 
the bill to provide for the collection, safe-keep- 
ing, transfer, and disbursement of the public re- 
venue; the question being on the motion of Mr. 
Cushing to strike out the enacting clause, Mr. C. 
who held the floor from yesterday, then proceeded 
to state his reasons for the motion—entering at great 
length into the demerits of the bill, analyzing its 
provisions, objects and tendencies. Before enter- 
ing into the main subject, Mr. C. adverted to the 
ery which had been raised during the discussion of 
the civil list bill, as to the wants of the various 
branches of the public service, and the necessity of 
passing appé@opriations for their support—especially 
those having reference to the navy department.— 
Yet all these things were laid aside by the administra- 
tion party for the purpose of taking up this bill—for 
the same majority by which it was taken up could 
also, had it been so disposed, have taken up all or any 
of the appropriation bills. It was not to be expected 
that the question could be taken on this bill without 
an extended debate—and he give notice that if any 
prejudice resuited to the public service frotn it, he 
should hold the administration party responsible for 
it. Mr. C. addressed the committee, without con- 
cluding, until half past 2 o’clock. 

And the house then took a recess until 4 o’clock. 

Evening session. Mr. Cushing continued to ad- 
dress the house until a quarter to seven o’clock, 
when he gave way for a motion that the committee 
rise. The motion prevailed, ayes 60, noes 53. 

The committee accordingly rose, when a motion 
wis made by several gentlemen simultaneously for 








———— 


adjournment. The yeas and nays were demanded 
on this motion, and resulted as follows: yeas 69, 
nays 72. Sothe house refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Calhoun, of Massachusetts, moved a call of 
the house, but the motion was apparently negatived, 
when the yeas and nays were demanded, but be- 
fure they were taken, Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania, 
moved an adjournment, the yeas and nays were de- 
manded, and, being again taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: yeas 69, nays 58. 

So the house adjourned. 

Friday, May 22. Mr. Atherton moved to suspend 
the rules to offer a resolution that the sub-treasury 
bill be made the order of the day for this day at 12 
o’clock, and for every succeeding day at the same 
hour, till the bill should be disposed of. Rejected, 
yeas 86, nays 88. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour be- 
ing the bill from the senate, entitled ‘an act sunple- 
inentary to an act granting pre-emption rights to 
settlers on the public lands,” 

The chair announced that the question was on 
seconding the previous question, heretofore moved, 
on the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson moved to lay the bill on the 
table. Rejected—yeas 68, nays 114. 

The question being on seconding the call for the 
previous question, the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed and refused. The house then divided, and re- 
fused to second the call for the previous question: 
ayes 77, noes 82. 

_The question then recurring on committing the 
bill to the committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, which being taken was decided in the 
negative: yeas 91, nays 100. 

The question then recurring on committing it to 
the committee of the whole house; Mr. Lewes Wil- 
liams withdrew that motion. 

Mr. Lincoln moved to amend the bill by inserting 
a restrictive clause; which was ordered to be print- 
ed for information. 

The bill then went over, till it shall come up in 
order, on the speaker’s table, on Tuesday next. 

7 Mr. W. Cost Johnson moved the following reso- 
ution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy furnish a 
statement of the cost of building, equipping and repair- 
ing the public vessels of the United States, from the 
Ist day of January, 1800, to the present time; the cost 
of each vessel under the above mentioned several 
heads to be distinctly and separately set forth, and the 
time designated when the same was built, equipped 
or repaired. 

Objection being made to its reception— 

Mr. Johnson moved to suspend the rules for its 
reception, but the house refused: ayes 66, noes not 
counted, 

The morning hour having expired, the house pass- 
ed to the orders of the day, and resolved itself into 
committee of the whole, (Mr. Briggs in the chair), 
when sundry private bills were passed over, and 
others reported. 

The house then took a recess until 4 o’clock. 

Evening session. At 4 9’clock the house again 
came to order, and resumed the consideration of 
private bills, a number of which were considered 
in committee of the whole, and afterwards reported 
to the house. 

And then the house adjourned. 


Saturday, May 23. The speaker suggested that, 
by general consent, the business of the morning 
hour should be dispensed with inorder to proceed 
to the disposition of the business on the speaker’s 
table, of which there was a heavy load. 

Mr. Underwood asked to be discharged from fur- 
ther service on the committee of privileges. The 
motion was rejected. 

Mr. Lincoln, (by leave), from the committee on 
the public buildings, reported a joint resolution 
from the senate in relation to the statue of Wash- 
ington by Greenough, with an amendment, striking 
out the words “committee on the library” and in- 
serting the words “secretary of the navy.” The 
amendment was concurred in, and the bill was read 
a third time and passed. 

The suggestion of the speaker having been ac- 
ceded to, the house proceeded to the consideration 
of private bills on the speaker’s table, when action 
was had on several bills. 

The motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
consideration of the bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Matthew Lyon was postponed until Friday next, 
was then considered and agreed to. 

Mr. G. Davis moved a suspension of the rules 
for the purpose of enabling him to offer the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved, That the freedom of speech and of the 
przss is secnred to all citizens by the constitution, and 
that every officer and agent of government has an in- 
defeasible right to the fullest exercise of both, in any 


mode that will not interfere with the duties of his office 
or employment. : 
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Resolved, That whilst we repudiate legislative “gag” 
upon the exercise by the officers of government of these 
invaluable rights, the practice of this administration of 
removing officers for political opinions and preferences 
we abhor and denounce as the more odious “gag” of 
an executive tyrant and oppressor. 

Resolved, That a president of the United States who 
requires or permits an assessment upon the salaries of 
offices held at his will to raise funds to be employed in 
influencing the elections—who establishes the tenure of 
office to be the support of his administration—and who 
exercises the power of appointment and removal to bribe 
and awe men—to advocate and uphold his measures 
acts in direct opposition to the example of Jefferson, an 
brings “the patronage of the general government into 
conflict with the freedom of suffrage.”’ 

Resolved, That the American organization of a par- 
tition of political power, and the distribution of the 
functions of government among many officers, was in- 
tended to establish a system of checks and balances— 
that the obligations and fidelity of all officers are to the 
people, and not to any superior officer—that malfea- 
sance and corruption in office can often be known only 
to the officers of thé particular department or service 
in which it occurs, and then it is the duty of those of- 
ficers to reveal all cases of either; and that the system 
upees which the president administers the vast patronage 
of his office tends to subvert the official independence 
and virtue which are essential to the faithful 
ance of that high trust. 

The inotion to suspend the rules was, on motion 
of Mr. Ramsey, laid on the table. 

The next business in order was the motion sub- 
mitted by Mr. Turney last evening to reconsider 
the vote by which the motion to commit the pre- 
emption bill to the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union had been rejected. 

Mr. Turney now moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the motion to reconsider until the 
bill now under consideration in committee of the 
whole of the state of the union had been disposed 
of. 

{This is the bill commonly known as the sub- 
treasury bill.] 

This motion, after some remarks from Messrs. 
Crabb, Briggs and Casey, was rejected. 

A nuinber of engrossed private bills were then 
read the third time and passed. 

The bill to refund a fine imposed on the late 
Matthew Lyon under the sedition law, to his heirs 
and legal representatives, coming up in its order, 
and the question being on its engrossinent, Mr. 
Russell moved to amend the bill by striking out the 
words ‘legal heirs,” and inserting “personal repre- 
sentatives.” 

Mr. Tillinghast asked if this was not the bill to 
refund a fine paid in 1799, and if the petition of the 
person who paid it had not, in his life-time, been 
repeatedly before congress, and rejected; if it had 
not, in the course of forty years, undergove repeat- 
ed discussions in both houses without success? If 
so, he would move to lay the subject on the table. 

Mr. Turney asked Mr. ‘Tl. to withdraw his mo- 
tion, and before he sat down he would move the 
previons question. 

Mr. Tillinghast said, if any explanation was de- 
sired, he would withdraw the motion to lay on the 
table. 


Mr. Turney then asked for the reading of the re- 
port, which was read; after which, he moved the 
previous question. And the main question was or- 
dered to be taken. 

Mr. Tillinghast renewed his motion to lay on the 
table, observing that if there was to be final ac- 
tion on the bill, there onght to be soime investiga- 
tion and discussion as to the extent of any just 
claim, if such existed, and as to the now living per- 
sons who should be provided for as recipients of 
the money refunded, if it was the intention of the 
honse to pass the bill; and such a discussion would 
at this time inconveniently delay the mass of private 
business assigned and ready to be acted on this 
morning. 


Mr. Turney asked the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion, which were ordered, and being taken, were; 
yeas 17, nays 129. So the motion to lay on the 
table was rejected. 

And the question then recurred on the first part 
of the question—being on the amendment to strike 
out the words “legal heirs,’ and insert the words 
‘‘personal representatives.” The yeas and nays 
were videred, and being taken, were: yeas 44, nays 
94. Sothe amendment was rejected, 

And the question recurring on the second branch 
of the main question, (being on the engrossment), 
the yeas and nays were ordered, and being taken, 
were: yeas 120, nays 23. So the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Kusseli then moved that the further conside- 
ration of the bill be postponed to Friday next. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Russell, Buller, 
of Kentucky, Turney, R. Gariand, A. Smith, Jeni- 
fer, Briggs and Jameson— 


peform- 


Mr. Jameson moved the previous question, but 
withdrew it at the request of Mr. W. Thompson, 
who made a few remarks, and had not coneluded-— 
‘when, the hour having arrived, the house took the 
usual recess. 

Evening session. After the recess, the question 
being as to when the bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Matthew Lyon should receive its third reading— 

Mr. Lincoln was proceeding with much earnest- 
ness in opposition to the bill, on the ground that the 
fine to be remitted had never been paid by Mr. 
Lyon, when 

Mr. W. Thompson broke in with an, expression 
of regret that Mr. L. should waste his acknowledg- 
ed talents on such a ground, when he would under- 
take so to demonstrate the countrary as to satisfy 
every man on the floor, and to obtain the gentle- 
inan’s own vote. He then went into the evidence 
before the comunittee, including the sentence of the 
‘court imposing the fine and imprisonment, and the 
sheriff’s discharge of Mr. Lyon, whence he infer- 
red that the fine must have been paid, or he never 

could have been discharged. Mr. T. with his ac- 
; customed ardor, protested against having the trea- 

sury polluted by retaining the money; whence, in- 
| deed, he traced the calamities which had fallen on 
| that treasury as the just vengeance of God. 


Mr. Weller, after expressing his hearty assent in 
the conclusions of Mr. T. moved the previous ques- 
tion, but consented to withdraw it at the request of 
Mr. Pope, who stated his having been personally 
intimate with Mr. Lyon, and acquainted with the 
facts of the case. It was generally understood that 
the money had been made up by Mr. Lyon’s friends 
and paid to or for him. Mr, P. then, according to 
his pledge, renewed the motion for the previous 
question. 

Mr. Petriken moved a call of the house, but it 
was not in order. 


Mr, Slade earnestly appealed to have the motion 
for the previous question withdrawn, when 

Mr. Weller consented to have the previous ques- 
tion withdrawn; and 

Mr. Slade went into a statement of the facts of 
the case, the conviction of Lyon having taken place 
in Mr. 8’s district. He stated the circumstance of 
indignity accompanying the imprisonment—his be- 
ing paraded through the district, thrown into a loath- 
some jail, and deprived of the use of pen, ink and 
paper. The democracts of the gay gathered ina 
great assembly around the jail—an assembly not 
equalled by any Mr. S. had ever seen, save the 
grand convention at Baltimore—and a voluntary 
contribution was catled for and taken up; but, be- 
fore it could be applied, the fine had been paid, 
either through the intervention of colonel Lyon’s 
friends in another county, or by his own means.— 
As soon as Lyon was at the jail door, he proclaimed 
that he was on his way to congress. The cavalcade 
which attended him was half a mile long—stopped 
at his father’s house, and there all partook of cakes 
and hard cider, in the trae democratic style. Mr. 
S. did not believe that the fine had ever been remit- 
ted by Jefferson or by congress. 

Mr. S. coneluded by renewing the motion for the 
previous question, 


A question of order arose as to the time when 
the bill should have its third reading. 


The previous question was seconded, put and 
carried, and the bill was ordered to be read a third 
tine now; it was read accordingly, when Mr. Tur- 
ney moved the previous question, which was se- 
conded, put and carried, and the main question 
being on the passage of the bill, it was decided by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. J..W. Allen, Huch J. Anderson, 
Andrews, Banks, Beatty, Berine, Bell, Boyd, Albert G. 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, W. O. Butler, By- 
num, Calhoun, W. B. Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Chinn, Clark, Clifford, Coles, Conner, W. 
R. Cooper, Crabb, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Dana, Da- 
vee, J. Davis, Dickerson, Dillett, Doan, Doig, Duncan, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Flovd, Fornance, 
J. Garland, R. Garland, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Green, 
Grifiin, Hammond, Hand, iawkins, Henry, Hill, of Va. 
Hsl!, of North Carolina, Holleman, Holmes, Hopkins, 
(foward, Hubbard, Jackson, James, Jameson, C. John- 
son, N. Jones, Kemble, Kempshall, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, McClellan, McCulloh, Mallo- 
ry, Marchand, Mason, Miller, Montanya, S.W. Morris, 
Newhard, Ogle, Osborne, Parish, Parmenter, Petrikin, 
Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, E. 
Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, A. Smith, John Smith, Thos. 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Ff, ‘Thomas, Waddy 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Un- 
derwood, David D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 
Weller, J. White, Wick, J. W. Willtams, H. Wil- 
liams—1 24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bond, Briggs, Cranston, Curtis, 
Davies, Deberry, Evans, Grinnell, Habersham, Hawes, 


Hoffinan, Jenifer, Lincoln, MeKay, Morgan, Rayner, 











Russell, Stanly, Storrs, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Trum- 
bull, Joseph L. Williams—15. 

So the bill was passed—and the house adjourned, 

Monday, May 25.. When the journal was read, 
no quorum was present, and the first hour was near. 
ly consumed by the proceedings ona call of the 
house. The roll was called, the Poors closed, ab- 
sentees called, and excuses received. 

All further proceedings in the call having then 
been suspended, the doors of the hall were thrown 
open. 

The question recurring as the unfinished business 
from Monday last, was on ordering the main ques- 
tion to be put on giving instructions tothe committee 
of ways and means to bring in a bill granting an 
appropriation for the Cumberland road; (these in- 
stitutions were founded upon a resolution passed 
by the legislature of Indiana, and which had previ- 
ously been presented to the house by Mr. Davis, of 
that state). 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
resulted as follows: yeas 96, nays 82. 

So the main question was ordered to be put. 

. Mr. Peck demanded that the question be divided, 
and put, first, on referring the resolutions froin In- 
diana, and then on the proposed instructions to the 
committee. 

The question on referring the resolution was 
agreed to, nem. con.; and the question bein then on 
instructing the committee of ways and means a3 
proposed by Mr. Davis—The yeas and nays were 
demanded, and, being taken, were yeas 87, nays 
90. So the house refused to instruct the commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Wick immediately moved a reconsideration 
of the vote referring the above resolution to the 
committee of ways and means, with a view to re- 
fer it to the committee on the judiciary, to have the 
question settled whether the United States is under 
obligation to continue the road or not. 

Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, moved to lay this mo- 
tion on the table. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative: ayes 79, noes 51. 

A number of petitions were then presented 
among which were, 

The speaker presented a petition from citizens of 
Oneida county, New York, against the sale of ar- 
dent spirits in the capitol of the United States, and 
against furnishing the same to the army and navy 
and Indians on our frontier. 


Mr. Dixon H. Lewis moved to lay it on the ta- 
ble. 


Mr. Wise demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: 
yeas 65, nays 82. 

The memorial was referred to the committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Adams presented the memorial of Lysander 
Spooner, of Athens, in Massachusetts, preferring a 
complaint against John McLean, one of the judges 
of the supreme court of the United States, for ar- 
bitrarily depriving the petitioner of his rights of 
appeal from a decision of the judge, sitting in the 
district court of Ohio, the effect of which was like- 
ly to prove his ruin. 

Mr. A. accompanied the presentation of this pe- 
tition with some appropriate remarks. 

After further presentation of petitions, reports 
were then received from the standing committee and 
occupied the house till the hour of recess, 


Evening session. Mr. Petrikin asked leave to of- 
fer a resolution instructing the committee on the 
public buildings to inquire into the expediency of 
erecting a plan brick fire-proof building, connected 
with the war department, for the use of the several 
bureaus therein named, and for the safe-keeping of 
the records thereof. Objected to. 

Some further reports were made from commit- 
tees on private claims, and an ineffectual atte:npt 
to proceed to the order of the day. 

Mr. Petrikin, from the committee on public 
buildings, then offered a resolution similar to the 
one noticed above, in relation to the erection of a 
fire-proof brick building for the use of the different 
bureaus. The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Monroe, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill providing that a steam vessel 
be constructed under the orders of the secretary of 
war, and the supervision of lieutenant William W, 
Hunter, upon the principle of the horizontal wheel 
suggested by lieutenant Hunter, and that the sum 
of $50,000 be and the same is hereby, appropriated 
for that purpose, payable out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated; which, on 
motion of Mr. M. was referred to the committee of 
the whole on the state of the union. 

And, at 6 o’clock, the house adjourned. 

» Tuesday, May 26. On leave given, Mr. Crockett 
introduced a resolution, which was adopted, in- 
structing the committee on military affairs to in- 
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quire into the expediency of allowing pay to cer- 
tain persons therein nained, for horses destroyed in 
Fiorila. J 

Mr. Chinn, by leave, offered a resclution, which 
was adopted, the purport of which was understood 
to be a call upon the president for copies of certain 
charges preferred against the United States consul 
at Vera Cruz. 

Mr. Giddings, leave having been denied, moved 
a suspension of the rules, to enable him to offer a 
resolution calling on the president to inform this 
house whether Amos Kendall continued to exercise 
the duties of postmaster general on the 21st May, 
being the day on which a certain private pamphlet, 
purporting to be an address from that individual to 
the people of the United States, was published; and, 
if not, on what day his connexion with the office 
ceased? 

Mr. G. asked the yeas and nay, which were or- 
dered; and, being taker, were: yeas 60, nays 102. 
So the rules were not suspended. 


The speaker then called the committees for re- 
ports, of which, however, there were but few. 

Mr. Hillen, from the committee on commerce, 
made a report, accompanied by a bill repealing the 
New York pilotlaw. Mr. H. asked the reading of 
the report. re 

Mr. Curtis objected to its reception, on the ground 
(as a question of order) that it was not the report 
of the majority of the committee—he himself hav- 
ing been instructed by the majority of that com- 
mittee to make a report of a directly contrary cha- 
racter. 

The report offered by the gentleman from Mary- 
land (Mr. Hillen) had, Mr. Curtis said, once been 
the report of the majority of the committee; but 
the vote had, subsequeut to its adoption, and before 
the report had been tnade to the house, been recon- 
sidered by the committee, in consequence of addi- 
tional information having been produced, and a large 
number of remonstrances having been referred to 
the committee at a date subsequent to the adoption 
of the said report. 

Mr. C. referred to the parliamentary law, (page 
135 of the manual) where it is laid down that re- 
ports once passed by a committee cannot be altered 
except by the house, their votes being binding upon 
them; and contended that this rule had no applica- 
tion, under that law, to the standing committees, 
but to the committee of the whole. The point was 
now presented whether there could be two majority 
reports from the same committee, the one being di- 
rectly adverse to the other. 

Mr. Hillen contended that the reconsideration 
was a direct violation of the rules; that the whole 
subject matter contained in the remonstrances 
spoken of had, in subtance, been before the com- 
mittee previous to the aduption of the report which 
he had offered; and that the proper course for the 
gentleman froin New York (Mr. Curlis) to have 
pursued would have been to have heard it read, and 
then to have moved its recoinmitment, offering as 
an argument in favor of the motion that new testi- 

mony had been introduced-—though in fact, Mr. H. 
contended, no new testimony had been introduced, 
the committee having, in subtance, the whole of it 
before them when they agreed upon this report. 

Some explanations followed between Messrs. 
Curtis and Hillen as to the proceedings which took 
place in cotamittee, and as to certain conversations 
which passed between them in relation thereto. 

Mr. Toland submitted that the house had no- 
thing to do with the proceedings in committee, and 
the only question for the house to decide was, whe- 
ther, having taken a vote, the committee had the 
power to reconsider it. The proposition was too 
plain, he thought, to need discussion. 

Mr. Russell argued generally on the power of the 
cominittee to reconsider, and insisted on their right 
todo so. He had not concluded when the morning 
hour having expired, the house passed to the orders 
of the day. 


The speaker laid before the house a message from 
the president of the United States in relation to 
certain presents transinitted to him by the sultan of 
Muscat, and suggesting legislative provision for 
puch cases. Referred, on motion of Mr. Cushing, 
to the comiftee on foreign affairs. 

The unfinished business on the speaker’s table 
— the biil commonly known as the pre-emption 

ili. 

And the pending question was on a restrictive 
amendment heretofore offered by Mr. Lincoln, and 
which he now modifjed to read as follows: 

*Strike out all after the word ‘extended, in the 7th 
line of the Sth section, and insert— 

‘To every actual setter on the public lands, being 
the head of a family, or over twenty-one years of age, 
who was in possession, and a householder by personal 
residence thereon, at the time of the passage of this 





all the limitations and conditions contained in the 


above recited act, aud with the explanatory provisions 


of the precedingsection: Provided, however, That the 


tion to any lands subject to sale by private entry at the 
time of the passage hereof: And provided, further, 
That the cuntinuance hereby in force of the act fo 
which this is supplemental, shall not be construed to 
extend the time to any settler who has a right of pre- 
emption under that act,in which to make his entry 
and payment for said land, and perfect his title thereto, 
but the same shall be done in the same time and man- 
ner as if this act had not been passed.” 

Mr. Lincoln then addressed the house in expla- 
nation of thé objects of bis amendment, and in a 
general review of the past policy of the govern- 
inent in relation to the principle of pre-emption; 
approaching finally the provisions of the present 
bill, which he examined serzaiim, and every one of 
which, he, said, he regarded as an innovation of the 
legislation of former congresses, and as containing 
either an extension of old rights or the creation of 
new one 

Mr. L. had not closed his remarks when the usu- 
al hour having arrived, the house took a recess until 
4 o’clock. 

Evening session. The bill entitled “an act sup- 
plemental to an act entitled ‘an act granting pre- 
emption rights to the settlers on the public lands,’ ” 
being still under consideration—and the question 
being upon the amendment to the bill moved by 
Mr. Lincoln. 

Mr. Lincoln advocated the amendment, Mr. 
White opposed the whole bill, and aiter some re- 
marks by Mr. Hubbard, the question was taken on 
the amendment, and rejected by yeas 86, nays 97. 
The question then recurring on ordering the bill 
to its third reading, it was decided in the affirmative. 
The bill was then read a third time by its title, and 
the question being on the passage of the bill, it was 
determined in the affirmative, yeas 120, nays 64. 
It wants but the president’s signature to become 
a law. 

The house then adjourned. 

Wednesday, May 27. The first portion of the 
morning hour was occupied in the discussion of a 
question of order, arising yesterday, on the presen- 
tation of an alleged report frotn the committee on 
commerce, nade by Mr. Hillen, and objected to by 
Mr. Curtis, on the ground that the committee, since 
agreeing to the report, had reconsidered it, and 
agreed to a different report. 

The question being whether a standing commit- 
tee of the house, baving one agreed to a report and 
ordered it to be made to the house, could afterwards 
reconsider, the affirmative was argued at considera- 
ble length by Mr. Russell, Mr. Randolph, Mr. Til- 
linghast, and Mr. Sergeant; while the opposite side 
was taken by Mr. Dromgoole. The discussion con- 
tinued until the expiration of the morning hour. 
Mr. Atherton called for the orders of the day, but 
yielded the floor to Mr. Seargeant. 
Mr. Sergeant said he was instructed by the com- 
mittee on the judiciary to ask the leave of the house 
to make a statement deemed to be important and 
interesting. 
Leave being granted, Mr. Sergeant proceeded. 
Some days ago, a memorial was presented by the 
member from Massachusetts, (Mr. .4dams), from 
one Lysander Spooner, complaining of the conduct 


provisions of this act shall not give a right of pre-emp- | 


exceptions, whether general or special, and subject to; without any explanation of what the charges are. 


This has a manifest tendeney to bring the public 

,inind to a pause, and for the time to weaken the 

|public coufidence in the individual judge, and, in 

Foon degree, in the tribunals of which he is a meim- 

er. 

Under these circumstances, the committee have 

deemed it their duty to give to the memorial as 

prompt consideration as possible. They have ac- 

cordingly had two meetings,and have fully and de- 

liberately considered the subject; and have come 

to a clear and unanimous conclusion: that conelu- 

sion is, that upon the face of the memorial itself 
there is no ground whatever, even for an inquiry— 

nothing which derogates from the character of 
judge McLean, or onght in the least to lessen the 

high confidence he has hitherto deservedly enjoyed, 

But, as the preparation of the report will occupy 
some time, the committee have deemed it right at 
once to make this communication to the house, 
that, so far as their opinion is of any weight, the 
prejudice likely to arise from the memorial may be 
promptly counteracted. The memorialist, it ap- 
pears, is a party complainant in a cause depending 
before the judge in equity against the board of pub- 
lic works of the state of Obio, in which he sought 
tu restrain them by injunction from building a dam 
in the Maumee river. He has so far beea defeated 
and disappointed in his expectations by the de- 
cisions of the court. He undertakes confidently to 
pronounce against the judge gross ignorance and 
gross corruption, which he carries out into eigh- 
teen specifications, expressed in the most offensive 
form, upon no better authority than his own un- 
aided judgment, in his own cause. It does not 
seem to have oocurred to him, obvious as it is, that 
his being a party disqualified him to be a judge.— 
He confidently pronounces error, and then argues 
the error, thus made out to his own satisfaction, to 
be proof of corruption of motive. In one instance, 
at least, he demonstrates his own incapacity tu 
judge, by confessing that he had never seen the 
rules upon which alone the question depended.— 
Yet upon this, he pronounces with the same con- 
fidence as upon the rest, and makes his judgment 
the ground of a specification, 

Some allowance is certainly to be made for the 
feelings of an excited party who has much at stake. 
But there is a recklessness, to say the least of it, 
in the memorial, a disregard of the rights and feel- 
ings of others, and of the mischief that may be 
done to them, far transcending any reasonable al- 
lowance. 

There is no evidence accompanying the memo- 
rial; nothing but an abstract of certain laws, deemed 
material to his argument by the memorialist.— 
Upon his own showing, it is manifest to the com- 
mittee that he has no just cause of complaint, and 
that he has no claim to the aid of the house. 

Mr. Alford, of Ga. moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the pre-emption bill was passed; and 
made a strong speech on the subject, during which 
he entered fully into the merits of ihe whole pre- 
emption policy. 

Atter he finished, the previous question was mov- 
ed; and the house refused to reconsider. 

The speaker then signed the bill; and it was sent 
to the senate for concurrence. 

The house then passed to the orders of the day. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 





of judge McLean, one of the judges of the supreme 
court of the United States, sitting as a judge of the 
circuit court of the United States for the district 
of Ohio, and demanding his impeachment. The 
charges, in their terms, are of very grave character, 
being no leas than of gross ignorance and gross cor- 
ruption. 


The memorial has gone forth, in some degree, 
with the authority of the member from Massachu- 
setts—as high an authority as any in this house, or 
inthis nation. It is true that he stated he had had 
doubts of the propriety of presenting it; but still he 
did present it, and thus signified the opinion that 
he thought it a fit subject of inquiry. He also ac- 
companied it with some remarks. The memorial 
was not read in the house, nor ordered to be printed. 
The member from Massachusetts, no doubt from 
the best motives, had abstained from asking for 
either. The consequence, nevertheless, was, that 
the house received and referred the memorial with- 
out knowledge of its contents. The committee 
were unanimously of opinion that if the memorial 
had been read and listened to by-the house, they 
would have come to the same conclusion which he 
was about to announce as the conclusion of the 


entertained. Another consequences is, that the 
fact is now on its way to every part of the United 





ect, and for four months next preceding, with the same 


committee, namely, that the memorial ought not to 


States, that charges have been made against a judge 
of the highest tribunal in the United States, which 
|have been received and referred by this house, 


tion from the commissioner of pensions; which was 
| referred to the committee on invalid pensions. 

Sundry senate bills on the speaker’s table receiv- 
|ed their first and second reading, and were appro- 
| priately referred. 

The house then went again into committee of the 
whole, (Mr. Banks in the chair), and resumed the 
consideration of the sub-treasury bill. 

Mr. Cushing, who was entitleé to the floor from 
last week, resumed his speech in opposition to the 
bill, and continued to speak until the hour of recess 
arrived without concluding his remarks, 

The house then took a recess. 


Evening session. ‘The committee of the whole on 
the state of the union, (Mr. Banks, of Va. in* the 
chair), resumed the consideration of the bill «to 
provide for the collection, safe- keeping, transfer and 
disbursement of the public revenue ” 

Mr. Cushing resumed his remarks in opposition 
tothe bill, and concluded at twenty-five minutes 
before 6 o’clock. 

The chairman then gave the floor to Mr. Lowell, 
of Maine, who proceeded to address the committee 
in favor of the principles and provisions of the bill. 

At a few minutes past six o’cloek, Mr. L. gave 
way to Mr. Paryis,on whose motion the commit- 
tee rose. 

Mr. Randoph moved an adjournment; on which 


motion the yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were: yeas 65, nays 50. 


So the house adjourned, 
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CHRONICLE. 

Accusation. Three of the crew of the whale ship 
Beacoa, of Hudson, New York, have published an ac- 
count in the Troy Budget, which charges captain 
W in. Rogers with having intentionally given up one of 
the crew, named Gordon, to_be eaten by the cannibals 
of vne of the islands in the Pacific ocean. 

Capt. R. was arrested at New York and ordered to 
find bail in the sum of $590 for his appearance on Tues- 
day for examination. His defence is that the seamen 
went ashore at his own request. In proof of which 
captain Rogers holdsa certificate of his discharge, on 
the 27th of October, 1837, Brown having received a 
oupely of tobacco, wearing tage and other articles, 
voluntarily entered the boat and left the ship, without 
coercion trom any one, preferring to trust himself to the 
mercies of the inhabitants of Savage Island, by whom 
he was instantly killed, than to return and be tried by 
the laws of his country. 


Mons. Aprien. The Montgomery Alabama papers 
mention the death by drowning, in the neighborhood® 
of that city, of Adolph Adrien, well knowa for his 
public exhibitions of legerdemain, &c. 

The manner and causes of his death are undergoing 
a ju licial investigation there—and we are told, says the 
Mobile Journal, that great excitement prevails. The 
death was noi altogether accidental; and the story in- 
volves much that is painful to very respectable families. 
It is considered expedient and proper not to give pub- 
licity tothe names and facts, at least until judicial in- 
vestigation places them beyond the possibility of mis- 
take.” 


Tne Anti-SLavery society held their annual meet- 
ing last week in New York; and seem to have had a 
stormy session. The meeting commenced on Tues- 
day moining, when a contest immediately arose on the 
subjectof “the rights of women,” and after a storm 
time, was adjourned to the next day at 6 o’clock, It 
appeares that a Miss Abby Kelley, of Lynn, Massa- 
chusetts, was chosen on the business committee, by a 
majority of one hundered votes, which gave offence to 
tht portion of the society who think its affairs should 
be managed altogether by the men. 

The minority, headed by Mr. Tappan, of New 
York, who has heretofore been one of the main pil- 
lars of the society, determining not to abide by this 
decision,—ceceded from the society, and convened at 
a separate place and organized a society of their own 
under the appellation of “Tug AMERICAN AND ForeEIGn 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY.” 

On the meeting of the parent society next day, ano- 
ther controversy arose on the question of “poliueal ac- 
tion.” ‘I'he resolution was that “it was inexpedient for 
the Anti-Slavery society to take any action in reference 
to political elecuions, or the nomination of candidates 
for office, otherwise than by recommending opposition 
to all candidates, who by their official acts sustain sla- 
very.” ' 

After a long and somewhat angry debate, a motion 
to lay this resolution on the table (ainounting to a re- 
jection), was carried bya small majority. ‘he mino- 
rity of which, a large proportion bring females, were 
much dissatisfied with the decision, but the majority 
proceeded forthwith to Commence ‘political action” by 
nominating candidates tor president and vice president 
The *Emancipato:” of the 22d 


of the United States. ! | 
instant, thus announces the response of the candidates 


mE dines nomination. Messrs. Birney and Earle 
having consented to place their names at the disposal 
of the friends of human rig!its and equal laws for the 
ensuing presidential canvass, we hope all anti-slavery 
papers will place the liberty ticket in a conspicious part 
of their columns.” weld 
“The American and Foreign Anti-Slavery society, 
adopted resolutions declaring that, as abolitionists, the 
members of this society “cannot give any countenance 
to the election of Martin Van Buren or V ‘illiain Heary 
Harrison to the presidency of the United States.’ And 
also expresses their particular disapprobation of “the 
eulogy bestowed upon William Heary Harrison by the 
hon. William Slade at the conclusion of his speech in 
favor of the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia.” 


Banks AND Business IN New York. The Express 
of 27th inst. says, “the banks in Wall street were never 
stronger than at present; and they are full of specie.— 
Two banks alone have in their vaults over two anda 
half millions of dollars; and several others have large 
sums. ‘I'he Bank of America hold about a million of 
the new emission of the err ts post notes, and seve- 
ral otner banks have considerable sums. A large por- 
tion of these funds are an exchange of the old emis- 
sion for the new. In the present state of the money 
market, the government will find no difficulty > poe: 
ing any amount of their post notes, and raising funds 
from them. T'he Wall street banks would send the 
government full four millions of their unemployed capi- 
tal, or they could loan the southern banks this.sum to 
enable them to resume specie payments. It is a most 
extraordinary, as well as an unhealthy state of things, 
that there is not business enough doing in the city to 
employ the banking capital of Wall street. 


vx or THE U. S. or PennsyLvanta. Stock at 
New York T1a71 1-4; at Philadelphia 75 1-2a76. ‘The 
Inquirer says * We have a rumor that an agent has ar- 
rived in Philadelphia from Boston, with $300,000 in 
notes of the Bank of the United States. The bank is 


BANKS AND MONEY MATTERS IN Poriapetruta. The | 
Inquirer, of the 27th instant, says—-The Philadelphia 
money market continues remarkably easy. There is 
no demand for capital among our best houses, and 
thus the banks find it difficult to obtain all the first rate 
paper that they are willing to discount. Stocks were 
somewhat better yesterday. It is not likely however, 
that we shall have any considerable improvement uatil 
the legislature decide upon its course. The disposi- 
tion at Harrisburg seems adverse to a direct tax. This, 
under the circumstances, is a source of much uneasi- 
ness and alarm. The bill to borrow a large sum of 
money of the United States bank, at four per cent. in- 
terest, is not calculated to improve the prospect, as 
without a direct tax, the bank would not be able to do 
any thing for the state stock she would ‘obtain for her 
money, except at ruinous rates. 


CLOTH MANUFACTURE. A new mode of manufac- 
turing cloth has been discovered in England, which, 
it is said, will throw out of employment one-half of the 
operatives of the town of Leeds. 


Corton. Pricesin New York remain steady; and 
sales have been made of about 1.000 bales a day. 

At Mobile 15,000 bales sold the week gnding the 
20th at the following rates: good and fair 8 3-4a9; or- 
dinary 6a6 3-4; fair 8a8 1-4; inferior 5a5 1-2; middling 
6 3-4a7 3-4. ‘The stuck, on the 20th, was 188,625 
bales, against 24,822 same time last year. 

At Savannah, last week, the sales of cotton were 
5,224 bales upland at 5 1-2a9 1-2c. and over 200 bales 
Sea Island at Ta7 1-2c. Stock 38,570 upland; and 1,260 
Sea Island. Sales of 400 casks rice at $2 3-4a3. 

Large cargo. The British bark Beverly, captain 
Brewer, of 589 tons, cleared from Savannah on the 
16th with a cargo of 1,932 bales cotton, of which 1,900 
bales were under and 32 bales on deck. 


Corn. Prices at New York 51a54; at Baltimore, 
yellow 46247; white 42a43; at Mobile 56. 


DAGUEROTYPE MINIATURES. The Philadelphia Chro- 
nicle says: Mr. Robert Cornelius, of this city, is now 
engaged, most successfully in making miniature like- 
nesses, by means of the process discovered by Mons. 
Daguerre. Nothing could possibly be more true than 
these representations of the “human face divine,” for 
they transfer to the plate the exact images of the sitters, 
“living as they rise.” ‘I'he mode, too, is as simple as 
the results are accurate. All you have to do is to 
place yourself in an easy, well-cushioned chair, as- 
sume the position in which you desire to be perpetuated 
and look steadfastly at a given object, for the matter of 
half a minute, and your features, expression, every 
thing connected with your countenance, are caught 
and stamped with a vigor and similitude that are un- 
surpassable. 


Excuance. New York on London 7a 8; on Paris 
4f. 37; on Philadelphia 5 1-2; Baltimore 5; Richmond 
6 1-2 063-4; Charleston 4 1-2 a 5; Savannah 8a 9; Au- 
gusta 12a13; Mobile 10 1-2 a 11; New Orleans 7 a8; 
Nashville 14. 


Four. Prices at New York 4 75 to 4 87, and dull; 
at Philadelphia 4 50 a 4 62 1-2; at Baltimore 4 50 a 
4 75; at Savannah 5 75a6; at Mobile 4 1212 a5 25; 
for western 6 87a7; at Cincinnati 319 a3 21. 

From the 14th to the 22d inst. 54,107 barrels of flour 
and 16,133 bushels of wheat passed down the Erie 
canal, principally delivered at Albany and West Froy. 

‘The Buffalo Sun states that flour from Michigan, is 
pouring into that city beyond calculation. For several 
days preceding the wharves had been covered with 
immense pyramids of barrels, consigned to forwarding 
houses in that city for the eastern market. 


Marre sugar. ‘T'he Lancaster (N. H.) Democrat 
says, that ‘Thomas Conway, an intelligent young Irish- 
man, has made 1,200 pounds of maple sugar during the 
present spring. A large quantity has been manufac- 
tured in that quarter. 


THe packet sHip Ponann, which sailed from New 
York for Havre, on the 8th inst. was struck by light- 
ning at sea on the 16th, lat. 41, 35, lon. 53, 30, during 
a severe shower of rain, wind about southwest. ‘The 
lightning struck the fore top gallant yard on the lar- 
board side, and ran down the ties to the foreyard, 
thence along the fureyard to the head of the foremast, 
when it knocked off a piece of the fid of the topmast. 
The lightning ran down the rigging into the hold and set 
fire to the cotton stowed near the mast. All efforts to 
extinguish the fire being unavailing, the passengers and 
crew took to the boats, and remained moored near the 
ship till the morning of the 18th, When the ship Clifton, 
from Liverpool, came up and took all on board. The 
Poland had 24 cabin and 11 steerage passengers. The 
fire had not burst out when the ship was left, but the 
deck had become too hot to standupon, The passen- 
gers and crew saved but little except the clothes they 
had on. The following are the names of the cabin 
passengers thus providentially saved from the burning 
wreck:—B. G. Wainwright, lady, two children and 
servant; Miss M. Hughes; Messrs. E. Boyer, A. L. 
Gournez, A. Pizarro, C. Bermer, J. Vrom, J. B. Valee, 
J. C. Parr, of Philadelphia; J. B. Nichols, of Provi- 
dence; J. R. Mahler and Mrs, Campbell, of Canada; 
E. D. Harbour and J. H. Buckingham, of Boston, an 
Mons, Reynard. 

‘The crew consisted of officers and men 23, and in 
addition there were II steerage passengers, making 
with those whose names are given above 63 persons 
who were on board the vessel at the time of the disas- 





certainly prepared for any demands of this sort.” 


ter. 


{sented a very alarming sight. 


The Poland belonged to W. Whitlock, jr. and is in- 
sured for $32,000. 

The cargo consisted of $70.000 in specie, 2,700 bar- 
rels flour, 270 bales cotton, 80 casks querciiron bark 
and 22 barrels potashes. 





Value of cargo, $30,000 
Specie, 70,000 
Ship insured for 32,000 

Total loss $132,000 


It is stated that there was insurance in New York on 
the vessel and cargo to the amount of $100,000, and in 
France to the amount of $40,000. 

The passengers united in a letter of thanks to capt. 
Anthony of the Poland, for his unremitting exertions 
to preserve their lives, attributing their safety solely to 
his courage and presence of mind. They also publish 
a letter highly complimentary to capt. Ingersoll, of the 
ship Clifton, for his prompt assistance, for his total for- 
getiulness of self, and his deprivation of all personal 
conveniences, in order to render their destitute situa- 
tion as comfortable as possible. 

The New York Herald’s account of the loss of the 
ship, has the following paragraph respecting the exem- 
plary coolness ot conduct displayed by the lady pas- 
sengers: . : 

very time the ship rolled and pitched, the smoke 
would pour out through the sears and cracks, and pre- 
I Whilst the passengers, 
including four ladies, were in the long boat astern, large 
quantities came out from around the rudder. This was 
no very pleasing sight to them; for they thought that 
the flames had spread through the ship fore and aft, 
and that they would soon be cast upon the broad At- 
lantic in the skiff they were thenin. But notwithstand- 
ing, they were as cool, and calm, and collected as per- 
sons similarly placed, could be. ‘The ladies behaved 
nobly, and captain Anthony states, they were willin 
to do any sning to be placed any where, and uttere 
not a word of fear, but were an example to all the rest. 


Sreampoats. There were more than forty boats at 
Pittsburg on the 22d inst. taking in heavy loads of flour, 
tobacco, bacon, &c destined for the cities of Philadel- 
phia and Baltimore. 


STEAMBOAT DISASTERS. The tow boat Grampus, 
capt. John Martin, while at sea 25 miles from the Ba- 
lize, says the N. Orleans American, burst her two mid- 
dle boilers. ‘The boat went down in fifteen minutes. 
Capt. Martin and a number of the hands were wound- 
ed. John Spyigg, 2d engineer, died in two hours after 
the explosion, from being scalded. William Walker, 
missing, supposed to have blown overboard. William 
T. Knight, mate, slightly scalded. The cook was 
much bruised and slightly scalded. Capt. Kenyon, of 
the Vistoria, sent his boat to the wreck and had the 
wounded brought on board, and every attention paid 
them. The engineer was buried at the Balize. 

The steamboat Little Rock, owned by captain S. 
Buckner, was sunk on the 4th of April, at night, in 
Beeuf river, 90 miles above the mouth. She was load- 
ed with 307 bales of cotton, bound for Harrisonburg. 
The boat was insured for a small amount by the Lex- 
ington Insurance eet The cotton was saved 
with the exception of 44 bales. 


Specie. ‘The packet ship Silvie de Grasse, which 
sailed from New York on Monday for Havre, took 
$300,000 in specie. 


Stare stocks. At auction yesterday six bonds ster- 
ling for 1,000 each Arkansas state stock, bearing inte- 
rest at six per cent. payable 1361, were offered and sold , 
$1,000 at 55, and $5,000 at 56. 

Also, one bond of $1,000 five per cent. stock of the 
state of Indiana, held as security for the circulating 
notes of the New York City Trust and Banking Co, 
which sold at 65. 

Also, $10,000 in bonds of the state of Michigan, 
bearing interest at 6 percent. per annum, held as se- 
curity tor the circulation of the Farmers’ bank of Se- 
neca county, which sold on bond at 51, and the ree 
mainder was withdrawn. [N. VY. Amer. 


Wueat. ‘lhe growing crop which promised very 
fair in all directions until the first week in Mav, now 
exhibits in many places the eflects of the fly. We have 
accounts from Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, De-+ 
laware and Ohio, of injury being sustained. The wea- 
ther now is every way tavorable, and the wheat is re- 
covering again considerably. Prices at Baltimore— 
whiie $1 03, red 92 a 97. 


THE WESTERN RIVERS. New Orleans, 17th May.—~ 
Some fears were awakened yesterday about an over. 
flow of the city. The levee at the foot of La Course 
street, in the upper Fauxbourg, was some few inches 
below the surface of the Mississippi, and the water was 
making its way over the banks into the city; large forces 
of negroes were speedily on the spot, and in a short 
time prevented any serious danger. 1 should not won- 
der if we should yet be inundated, as the waters are ag 
high already as the levee can protect, and we have not 
yet got the rise dawn here which has been reported 
above, 

The water was on the lower floor of the front stores 
at Paducah. Cairo, on the 8th inst, was three feet 
under water. The Mississippi was rising slowly.— 
The steamboats were unable to land freight at Mills 
Point, on account of the high waters. At Bachelor’s 
Bend, 500 hands were working to keep the river from 
breaking through the levee. A large crevice was open 
‘at Carthage, 
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